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On behalf of the Commission, I’d like to invite Mr. Virgil Griffin to the stage.

Mr. Griffin, thank you for your willingness to appear before our Commission.  We are very interested in what you have to say.  We’re going to have a number of questions for you, which I believe was the approach that you preferred.  However you did indicate you wanted to make a brief statement at the beginning, so if you’d still like to do that, that would be just fine.

VG: Yes.

Well first, I’d like to say I don’t think this Commission’s going to solve anything.  I think it’s a total waste of time.  And uh, this thing would have been forgotten 20 years ago, if it hadn’t been people like this Commission and the news keep bringing it up in the paper.  It’d have been forgotten after the trials.   

And uh, I think you’re hurting Greensboro, and bringing more harm to Greensboro than anything.  I think if people here’s worried about the citizens of Greensboro and worried about Greensboro, you should forget 1979, and go on with your life.  The truth was proved in the trials, and go on…

All you’re doing is hurting – anybody that would wanna come here to start a business, with all this negative stuff ya’ll got in the paper -- gonna run ‘em away.  If you’re interested in the citizens of Greensboro, and all the textile jobs, the jobs that’s been lost around here, you’d be tryin’ to think of something positive, something good about Greensboro, to draw some interest in here to get these people back to work.  If you’ve got the interest of Greensboro and the city and the citizens of Greensboro, I think you’d shut this thing down right now and tell the media to get out of here and never bring it up again.  Now I’ll answer any questions you’ve got.

Thank you.  Well we have a Truth Commission here, and we hope that by bringing out truth as to what happened Nov. 3, 1979, we can bring about reconciliation, some healing for the – for our community.  So we’re very interested in what you have to say.  Let me ask you this:  why did you join the Klan?

VG:  I joined the Klan back in the ‘60s when I was 18 years old.  I joined it because I believed in what they stood up for:  against Communism, drugs, integration.  I don’t believe in mixed marriages, I don’t believe in integration.  I don’t believe in drugs, I don’t believe in the Communist Party.  And, another reason, the blacks has the NAACP speaking out for their rights, have Louis Farrakhan’s organization speaking out for their rights, Jesse Jackson and the Rainbow Coalition, and Al Sharpton and others.  The white people need someone to speak out for their civil rights.

Could you elaborate on the guiding principles of the Klan?

VG:  Well, we don’t believe in Communism, we don’t believe in drugs, and we don’t believe in mixing races.  We believe in races staying separate and pure.  The black race I feel should be proud of their race, the whites proud of their race, and stay that way.  I don’t hate anyone.  We don’t teach our children to hate anyone, but to respect ‘em.  And that’s it.

What is the Klan’s point of view on violence?

VG:  Well, I’m against violence.

Do you think violence had anything to do with what happened on Nov. 3, 1979?

VG:  Well, it turned into a violent confrontation.

Do you think the Klan had any responsibility there?

VG:  Well, I’ll put it this way.  Why I came to Greensboro, China Grove had nothing to do with it.  I wasn’t there.  The reason I came to Greensboro, the city didn’t ask us to come here, the city council, police didn’t ask us, they didn’t ask the Communists I don’t guess to come here, they chose the city.  This could’ve happened in any city in North Carolina, I don’t care which city, could’ve been any.  The reason I came to Greensboro, they put the poster out:  Death to the Klan, said we’s hiding under rocks, we were scum.  I’m not scum, I’m as good as any man walks on this earth. I’m as good as anybody.  That’s why I came to Greensboro.   I don’t hide under a rock from nobody.  I’m not scum, I’m not ashamed to say I’m Imperial Wizard of the Ku Klux Klan, and I’m not afraid of no man.  And I don’t hide.  That’s why I’m here today.

I understand the Klan showed the movie “Birth of a Nation” in China Grove.  What was the reason for that?

VG:  I just told you I was not in China Grove.  That was another Klan group, and they had every right to show it. They didn’t invite no Communist Party to come there, they didn’t put out Death to the Communist Party or anything. They were inviting white people out there to look at it.  They have the same rights, they had the right, the perfect right to do it.  And uh, I have no idea, you’d have to ask them, I was not there.  I didn’t have nothing to do with it.

Do you have any idea what the purpose was?

VG:  Recruit members, I guess.

In 1979, did the Klan and Nazi party cooperate, do you know?

VG:  Well, we was at a rally together in 1979, and then when they found out I was coming, one called me and asked me about coming up here to Greensboro.  I told them we’s going as a citizen’s group, we wasn’t wearing robes, weren’t wearing uniforms.  We were going over to where they was supposed to speak and fly American flags across the street.

Can you elaborate on any cooperation between the Klan and the Nazi Party?

VG:  Well, they were there.

In your view, does the Klan and Nazi Party have any common goals?

VG:  I’m not a Nazi.  I’m in the Ku – you mean the Kl - Nazi?  You said Nazi and the Klan.  I’m not a Nazi.  I don’t know, some of their things I go along with, some I don’t.

What are the ones you go along with?

VG:  They don’t believe in race-mixing.  They believe a lot the same on the same views I believe on. They believe in – well, we’re trying to get prayer and Bible back in schools.  We’re working on that.  They are too.  I believe in that.  I think we should have prayer and Bible back in schools, and drugs and weapons out.  And we’re working on that.  We’re running bumper stickers on it, we put ‘em out, and things. To try to get something going back in our schools, straighten our schools out.

What areas does the Klan and Nazi party differ on, in your view?

VG: I don’t know all of their things.  I’m not a Nazi, I’d have to go… into that, I’m not here to discuss that.  We’re supposed to be here discussing what happened in ’79.  Their beliefs I don’t know, you’d have to ask them.

Well of course we do know that the Klan and the Nazi party had some cooperation or co-action, because they were of course intimately involved in that event.  Did the Klan and the Nazi party meet the evening before Nov 3, ‘79?

VG:  No.

They did not.

VG:  No.

Do you know whether either organization drove around Greensboro the day before Nov. 3, ’79?

VG:  No.  I don’t know.

You don’t know?

VG:  No.  The day before…

So you did not drive around Greensboro on Nov. 2, 1979.

VG:  No.

Why did the Klan go to Greensboro on Nov. 3, 1979?

VG:  To protest the Communist Party.

What was the intention of the Klan in going to Greensboro?

VG:  Well, where they were supposed to speak at, we were gonna stand across the street and fly American flags, and say we believed in America.  If they believed in Communism, why don’t they go across to a Communist country.  Love this country or leave it.

Is that the way it happened?

VG:  No, that’s not the way it happened.  

How did it happen?

VG:  Well, somebody that morning came in with a map.  We started over there, we went where they was gathering, and he said let’s go through and see how many’s there and go on up to where we’re supposed to go.  We started through there, and they started beatin’ the cars with sticks and clubs, and all hell broke loose.

Did you expect all hell to break loose?

VG:  No I did not.

Did you have any thoughts on how to prevent all hell breaking loose?

VG:  Well, uh, I didn’t think they would come out and start beating the cars, I thought we’d just drive through there and go on up to the place, go out the thing with our flags.

What were your thoughts on handling violence in connection with the Nov. 3 incident?

VG:  Beg pardon? I didn’t hear you.

What…You spoke about the car being hit.

VG:  Yep.

What was… what’s your view on how that actually did happen, and what you should have done?  In other words, would you comment on the result of that?

VG:  When we started through there, they started beating the cars, and trying to turn ‘em over.  And somehow the cars got stopped, and the people, some of ‘em got out and was fightin’, with sticks, and the gunfire started.

Do you know who fired the gun, the first shot?

VG:  According to what they said in the courts, the first shot was fired in front of the caravan by a Klansman in the air.

By whom?

VG:  By a Klansman.  In the air.  And then the Communists fired nine – uh, 19 shots, the Klan fired 20, and they had just as many guns there as we had with us.

Did the Klan bring any guns to the Nov. 3 ‘79 rally demonstration at Morningside Homes?

VG:  How the hell do you think they got ‘em if they didn’t, yeah, they had to have ‘em.

Why did they bring the guns?

VG:  [loudly] I don’t know, I told ‘em not to.  I didn’t know there was any guns there.  I didn’t have one.

I see.  Did you have any relationship with Eddie Dawson?

VG:  Yes.

Would you please explain?

VG:  I’ve known Eddie Dawson since back in the’ 60s.  I didn’t know he was a police informant ‘til after that, or they said on TV he was.  But, when I seen that on the news about the Death to the Klan rally in Greensboro, I called him.  He came to a rally in Lincoln, but there was no Nazis there, as Liz Wheaton said, it was only Klans.  

Eddie Dawson came, and after the rally we talked, to the Klanspeople.   He told ‘em not to bring guns, I told ‘em not to bring ‘em.  Eddie Dawson said do not bring a gun, if you do, you’re going to jail.  ‘Cause the city, they will arrest you, they will put you in jail.  You better have you bond money, ‘cause I don’t.

Could you tell the Commission who brought the guns?  I mean, obviously you found out later, you said you didn’t know that guns were being brought, but obviously they were brought.  Do you know who brought them?

VG:  They were probably in the Fairlane Ford and the van, I guess.  That’s where they said they got ‘em out of.  Who put ‘em in there, I don’t know.  

Whose van was it?

VG:  I done forgot that boy’s name.

Okay.  What role did Eddie Dawson play in the confrontation?  Could you describe that a little further?  You said you knew him and he was a police informant.

VG:  No, I said I didn’t know it ‘til they said it on the news.  

Right.  That’s right.

VG:  What part did he play in what now?

Could you elaborate on that a little bit for the Commission?

VG:  In the confrontation?  Far as I know he didn’t do anything.  He didn’t get out of the truck I don’t guess.

Would you please describe any relationships that you’re aware of that the Klan had with the police department, or the FBI, or the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms?

VG:  None, that I know of.

Did you drive the parade route prior to Nov. 3?

VG:  No I did not.  Now, uh, early morning, probably 3:00 in the morning, we went to where they were supposed to speak, at that civic center.  That’s where they’d be speakin’, and see where we’d be standin’ across the road.  Now down there where the shootout was, I been there one time, that was that morning.  That’s the only time.  Never been back.

Would you describe for the Commission any mistakes that you believe were made by the Klan on Nov. 3?

VG:  I don’t think we made any I don’t guess.  We all come out alive.  I said I don’t think we made any.  I mean, it happened.

How did the tragedy of Nov. 3 affect your life?

VG:  Well I’ve been in jail.  I went to jail for 16 days, held without bond.  And the trials, sat in court for three months at a time, and things, uh…  I spent a while, a lot of time away from home.  And thought I may go to prison and all that, but… I’m still here.

Would you have done anything different had you had any idea about the violence on Nov. 3?

VG:  If I’d have known there was gonna be violence there, I’d wouldn’t have been there, sir.  I’d wouldn’t-a went.  If I’d knowed what was gonna happen ahead of time was gonna happen, I wouldn’t-a went.  We wouldn’t-a been there.  But it happened.  And we can’t change that.  

If Paul Bermanzohn and Nelson Johnson hadn’t put that poster up, it wouldn’t-a happened.  And now they can sue me if they want to, they can stand in line, I don’t care, I don’t care if you wanna sue me.  The blame is on Nelson Johnson putting that poster up, and Paul Bermanzohn and the Communist Party for letting him.  That’s the only reason I came to Greensboro.  If they hadn’t put that poster up saying I was scum hidin’ under a rock, I’d-a been in another town rallying.  I don’t go around protestin’ other people’s rallies.  If Jesse Jackson comes into the town I’m livin’ in rallyin’, I go to the next town and hold my rally.  Or if the NAACP’s rallyin’ there, I go in another town and rally.  

So, they have the right to do it.  That poster is the only reason I came to Greensboro, and it is clearly the Communist Party’s fault that poster was put out.  I don’t put out a poster callin’ the Communists - I don’t agree with ‘em, disagree with ‘em -  I disagree with ‘em, don’t believe they have no right in this country period.  

[louder] And I think every time a Senator or a Congressman walks by the Vietnam Wall, they oughta hang their damn heads in shame for allowing the Communist Party to be in this country.  Our boys went over there fightin’ Communism, came back here and got off the planes, and them [?] that they call the CWP was out there spittin’ on ‘em, callin’ em babykilllers, cursin’ ‘em.  If the city and Congress’d been worth a damn, they would told them soldiers turn your guns on them, we whooped Communists over there, we’ll whoop it in the United States and clean it up here.  And that’s the way I feel about the Communist Party.

Did you ever work in the textile mills?

VG:  Yes I have.  

Would you describe where you worked and when?

VG:  Well, I worked in a bunch of textile mills last one was J.P. Stevens in Stanley, Dobbs [?] Spinning.

Could you describe for the Commission the working conditions there?

VG:  Pretty good working conditions.

Does the Klan have any opinion or thoughts on union organization?

VG:  I belonged to the union one time.  I worked [?], I belonged to the union.  Sure as hell wasn’t no Communists comin’ in there with us.  Not then.  I thought the union, um... I liked it pretty good under the union.  I tried to organize it in the mill.  I tried to organize J.P. Stevens.  I asked the Communist – uh, the union rep to come down there. You sure you not in with the Communist Party?  I said no, I don’t wanna be in no Communist Party.  They had better benefits.  I don’t have a thing against the union.

What are your thoughts on African-Americans and non-African Americans being in the same union?

VG:  Do what?  I didn’t hear that.

OK, what is the Klan’s position on having both African-American and white people in the same union?

VG:  Well, if you’re gonna have a union, they gonna be in there together. Blacks was in the union I was in.  Hey man, I worked around blacks all my life, don’t be sayin’ this is the first day I seen a black. I grew up on a farm picked cotton with ‘em, played with ‘em.

Mr. Griffin, are you presently a member of the Ku Klux Klan?

VG:  Yes I am.  Will be until I die.  I’m Imperial Wizard of Cleveland Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, I’m over several states.

And is that, you said the Cleveland Knights of the Ku Klux Klan? 

VG:  Yes.

And is that group still active?

VG:  Yeah we’re active.

Can you say how many members are part of that?

VG:  No I cannot tell you how many members we have.

OK.  Can you say what kinds of activities the group is involved in today?

VG:  Well, uh, we’re tryin’ to get drugs, and… bring the Bible back to schools, mainly, get drugs and weapons out.  And uh, we help people.  We do things for the community.  We don’t want no mighty pats on the back about it.  We help the elderly, cut grass, do different things for ‘em without any recognition. We don’t want nobody to know about what some of the things we do.  We help people who’re sick and things, we help ‘em get groceries and different things.  Lots of things we have activity on.

Mr. Griffin you said that you’re not a violent man.  Can you tell us whether any of your actions or rhetoric incited violence at any time?

VG:  Not that I know of.

You said that you’re concerned about the image of Greensboro, and business and so forth.  What impact do you think that the Klan has on the image of Greensboro and North Carolina?

VG:  What impact do you think the Communist Party has on it, I don’t think it has a bit more impact on it than the CWP.  But I’m saying, well I shouldn’t say that, that’s what I said, this Commission keeping this stirred up in the news, and it’s in the paper two and three times a week.  All over the country, I have people in California seeing it in the news, thinkin’ they gonna take – uh, open the trials back up and I’m gonna go to prison, I say, no.  That’s what I said.  This stuff should – would’ve been forgotten 20 years ago, if you quit bringin’ it up.  That’s what I said.

Thank you.  

You said that as far as you knew, there was no collaboration between the Nazis and the Klan prior to Nov. 3, 1979.  Do I remember that correctly?
VG:  No, I said the night before, is what he said.

So there was collaboration before that?

VG:  Well, I told, I said a while ago, when they found out I was goin’ to Greensboro a man called me, and wanted to go.  But he asked me about the night before Greensboro, and we did not have no meetin’ the night before Greensboro, that’s what I said.

I’m glad you explained that better for me. So there was some collaboration prior to that, and that’s how the Nazis got here with the Klan together, they planned that together?

VG:  Well I’ve known some of the Nazi Party 20 years, 30 years. I just told you. I guess he got out the news or somehow that the Klan was comin’ to Greensboro, and they knew it was me. And he called, one of the Nazis, and asked me about them comin’.  I told him yes, we was goin’ as a citizens’ group, we wasn’t wearin’ no robes, we was goin’ with street clothes, we were gonna fly American flags, stand across the street, and that’s all we was gonna do, and they came to Greensboro.

And they came and we met, I told him where we was meetin’, and we met.  I mean uh – no.  Let me go back.  I sent some boys to - I had to work, couldn’t go, they wanted me to come - and I sent a couple of men to Winston-Salem or somewhere to meet with them, and they told them where to come and meet.

So they more or less led them back to Greensboro to Randleman Road, where y’all met, is that not where y’all met?  

VG:  Yes, Randleman Road.

And then proceeded towards Morningside Homes.

VG:  Yes ma’am.

Were the Klan and the Nazis riding in the same car?  I mean, you have one Klansmen, one Nazi, etcetera, or did they have their own cars, or…

VG:  Well they come in their own cars, ma’am.  When we went out there, I don’t know if we had, the Nazis, some Nazis might a been in cars with the Klan, I don’t know that.  I’m not sure.

Could you help me understand how, given the reputation of the Klan over the years since 1865 or ‘68, whichever was the opening date for them, and they had established a reputation for violence -- and you say that you’re not a violent man -- how could you belong to such an organization that has such a reputation and you’re not a violent person?

VG:  Well, now you can talk about the Klan.  I don’t know what happened back in the 1800’s, I wasn’t here.  I know what’s goin’ on today.  And you wanna talk about the Klan --  people praise Martin Luther King, but every town he went in burnt soon as, shortly after he left.  They had riots, firemen was killed, policemen was killed, but they praise him.  So what you look at as violence, I may look at somethin’ else as violent.  I think that the violence goes on both sides.  I don’t know what them people done that they claim got hung, I don’t if they’d raped somebody, killed, I don’t know what they done.  I don’t know.

Well you do know that the Klan was accused, and I think in several instances found 

of being violent against minorities of one kind or another, up until, the latest one that I know of, it may not be the latest one, but I believe 1974 I believe there was such a case.  But you still – you know, I’m not talking about just 1865 or 1868, I’m talking about the history of the Klan.
VG:  Well, lady, I hadn’t done it.  I can tell you that. And if you come to Mt. Holly, North Carolina, I can share with you, and take you to black people that could tell you that I’m not that type person.  When I was in jail, they told my children they were prayin’ for me, and things.  I talk with them about their children.  

I worked at a service station, a gas station, I was a halfway mechanic, worked on cars, and stuff.  And they didn’t like the drugs any better than I did.  They didn’t like what was goin’ on in the schools any better than I did.  And people say – with my reputation, we had more black people tradin’ there - we had a good business back then - than we did white.  And when they come there, they wanted me to work on their car, they didn’t want the other one.  They said they knowed I’d do a good job for ‘em.

Did they know you were a Klansman?

VG:  Yes ma’am, I don’t hide that from nobody.  As much as I’m on TV, I’m sure every one of ‘em knew I was in the Klan.  They knew what I was.  And I knew they was in the NAACP, what they do is their business.  And they said they was prayin’ for me, they knowed I wasn’t that type person.

Don’t you think it’s strange that no Klansman was even shot on Nov. 3?

VG:  No ma’am I don’t.

And why do you say that, please?

VG:  Well, them Commies might be doctors, they may be lawyers.  My boys in the Klan, they’s deer hunters and things, they hunt for food.  Maybe them city slickers didn’t.  Maybe they don’t have as tough a times as the poor people.  My people’s huntin’ for food.  I don’t know why.  Maybe God guided the bullets, I don’t know.

So you’re saying that the Communists were not as good as shots, is that right?

VG:  They had as many guns, I don’t know.  They fired 19 shots, that was proved in court.  I sit there and listen to it.  And there were guns went out there in cars, they said that too.  They let ‘em take ‘em out, brought ‘em in there, so I don’t know.

I believe you said that you were in jail for 16 days.

VG:  Yeah.

And then you raised, and then the bond was paid?

VG:  I was released on $100,000 bond, and I was put on Federal probation for one year before the trial even started.  They wanted to put me under house arrest, but they didn’t. 

I couldn’t leave Gaston County except to go to Camden, South Carolina.  My mother was up in age and she had heart trouble and didn’t drive, I could go to her house. But I had to go a certain road, I couldn’t get off that road, go into no town, if the car broke down somebody else had to go.  Go to her house only, I couldn’t go to none of my sisters or my brothers or no house, just her house, had to come back that way.  

I could work, and stay in the county. I couldn’t speak to no one in the Klan for a year.  They told me if I seen a Klansman walking down the street, better cross over the street and go to the other side.  Except for my wife, she was the only one in the Klan I could speak to, couldn’t make me leave my wife.  No other Klansmen, my best friends couldn’t come to my house, I couldn’t go to their house for a year, and things.  And when I was tried, I’s found not guilty.  

If I had-a done any of those things they told me not to do, I’d go to jail automatic 5 years for violating a Federal Court order.  So for a year they destroyed my life there on that, and when I’s tried I’s found not guilty.

Who is they in that instance?

VG:  The Federal Government.  They the ones who put me on Federal probation for one year without a trial.

On what basis did they put you on probation if it was even before the trial?

VG:  Well, they put me under a Federal court order, and I had to call the probation officer every day.  I called him for a month or two, and then he called and got it fixed where I could call him once’t a week.  I didn’t give him no problem.

When you went down to Camden to see your mother, how did they monitor your travel, did they follow you?

VG:  Sometimes.

Alright, thank you.

VG:  You’re welcome.

What is the policy of the Cleveland Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, I realize there’s differences among different Klan groups, but the group that you’re affiliated with, what is your official policy towards African-Americans, black people in this society today?

VG:  Well, I think they have as much rights as anybody else.  I think they should have a right to have a job, to whatever their ability.  Have a new home, new cars, just like anybody else.  I just don’t believe in mixing races, I don’t believe in marrying… 

When you say you don’t believe in mixing races…

VG:  I’m not gonna marry one.  I don’t want my children marryin’ ‘em.  I don’t go to bars and drink with ‘em.  I don’t go eat dinner with ‘em.  I just don’t mix races.  I’ll work around ‘em, but when I go home, I go home.

I’m trying to understand the extent to which that has meaning.  If a person who is black wants to buy a home next to your home, do they have an equal right to do that, is that okay with you?

VG:  If he wants to.   I’m not livin’ in his house, he’s not livin’ in mine.  If he wants to live beside me, that’s fine.

OK.

VG:  I’m not goin’ to mess around with his house if he don’t mess around with mine.

And if someone wants to come to the same bar where you have your drink?

VG:  Well, I think that man’s cut a few black people’s hair where I get my hair cut.

That’s helpful.  I appreciate your answer on that.  Are you aware of any support for the Klan from what are generally called community leaders, the kind of business people and politicians and so forth, that perhaps they’re not gonna put on a robe or attend a rally, but…

VG:  Now you think I’d sit here and tell you if I did?  Now you want the truth, you think I’d sit here and tell you if I did?  You want me to start lyin’ to you?

No, I want the truth.

VG:  Well why you ask a man to tell the truth and then turn around and want him to lie to you?  You think I’d tell you?   I’m not gonna lie.  Don’t ask me, ‘cause I wouldn’t tell you if they was.

I’m not asking for names of any particular people, I’m just asking is it true that you have support from high-ranking people?

VG:  Maybe you’ve got the truth, maybe you don’t.

Alright, enough of wasting your time on that.

VG:  I told you I wasn’t gonna answer.

Given the fact that as many shots as were fired were fired, and as many people as were gathered on that day as were gathered there, and it evidently was quite a crowd of people, and there was a lot of chaos, a lot of moving back and forth, fighting, sticks being used to hit people, things being thrown, gunfire erupting in all directions, how can you account for the fact that the five people who were killed were key leaders of the Communist Workers Party, and there were no innocent bystanders shot, no children, no people sitting on their porch watching all of this, just certain people who seemed to be absolutely crucial to that movement – how did that happen?

VG: I guess they got out in front of everybody else.  I guess they’s standin’ out front. I don’t know.  I have no idea.  They was maybe just out in front of the rest.

So it was just random accident that those were the ones that got shot?

VG:  Well I think so ‘cause it was pretty fast, I think the whole thing lasted 88 seconds, it was boom boom bang bang gone.  And we were gone.  I don’t know how it happened.  I don’t think you’ll ever know.

But those men who were expert “sharpsmen” who hunt for food, as you put it…

VG:  Them men didn’t know them men, so how the hell did they shoot ‘em. They’d a been shooting at anybody that got in front of their guns.  When the firing started, they were shooting at what got in front of the gun.

Thank you.

VG:  You’re welcome.

Mr. Griffin, I would just like to ask, you continue to mention the Vietnam War. And for as many people as were killed there, and it’s a continued topic in your statement, why is not equally important for the people that were killed on November 3, 1979 to at least have this Commission to take a closer look at what happened that day?

VG:  Because as I said, the committee say they want truth and reconciliation, then forget it and move on, it’d have been forgotten 20 years ago if it didn’t keep it in the news.  Like I said, if you’re interested in the city of Greensboro and the citizens of Greensboro, you ought to be tryin’ to create jobs and get this mess behind and forget it, get people comin’ in here to create jobs.

It’s also in your statement that you didn’t know that guns were going to be brought to the rally by the Klansmen, and I wanted to know what exactly was the context of your meeting beforehand.  You didn’t know guns would be there, and you didn’t know Eddie Dawson was a police informant. Exactly what did you discuss or what did you do in your Klan meeting?

VG:  Well I told ‘em not to bring guns.  I didn’t know, I come up the night before, early mornin’. I don’t know what that boy - they come the next morning, they brought them guns.  I wasn’t there when they put ‘em in the vehicle.

I also hear you continue to lay the responsibility for the five people that were killed and the others that were wounded at the feet of the CWP.  I want to know, does protestors beating on a car constitute killing?

VG:  They were beatin’ on the cars, and they were firin’ shots, too.

But you stated that the first shot…

VG:  That’s what they said.  I don’t know where it was fired from.  The government said it was fired at the front.

But you just stated that the first shot came from the Klan.

VG:  That’s what the government says.  The first shot I seen fired was by a Communist towards the van, and then they got out and started firing back.

Could you elaborate a little more on – who was the somebody that came in with a map? You stated that someone came in with a map of the parade route at your meeting.  Can you elaborate on who that somebody was?

VG:  His name was – his first name was Buck.  I don’t know his last name, I forgot it.  I used to know it, but it’s been… I haven’t seen him since then, and I forgot the name. He came in and had a map of the route, and where they were meeting.

And could you please tell us why you went to jail?  Why did you go to jail?

VG:  Why did I go to jail?

What were the charges?

VG:  Charged with conspiracy.

Charge of conspiracy?

VG:  Charge of conspiracy to violate the Communist Party’s civil rights, interfering to cover up - trying to interfere and cover up an FBI investigation.  I think in all it was 37 counts of conspiracy against 9 of us.

If you feel that everyone should have a right to freedom of speech, you listed off a few other black organizations that have the right to freedom of speech, and you feel that the Klan should have that same right, why would you be a part of an organization that condones violence, as well as historically has been a part of that, and partake in the rally on November the 3rd 1979 that resulted in the killings?  And you’re now saying that you see where the Klan didn’t, it wasn’t a – I’m trying to think of the words you used – as far as, you didn’t see where the Klan had any fault in the killings that took place on November the 3rd…

VG:  Well, I tell you, it was like this.  We was drivin’ down the street.  We have every right to drive down that - taxpayers, taxpayers paid for that street - without anybody touchin’ the car, period.  You do, I do, anybody. We were just drivin’ through there, didn’t say nothin’ to nobody, didn’t do nothin’, and they started to attack the cars and beat them.  If they hadn’t, we would-a drove right on through there, we would’a went to where we were supposed to be, it wouldn’t have happened.  They was out there tellin’ ‘em to beat those cars, stop. 

So you constitute coming to the rally because the CWP put the flyer out that obviously offended you, the wording of it, so that’s why you came, and then…

VG:  I didn’t come to shoot, hit, or kill no one.  We came to fly the flags and let ‘em know we was proud of America.  It just happened that way.

OK.  So long story short, I’m trying to get a point out, Mr. Griffin.

VG:  That’s what we came for.

You said it was the CWP’s fault that you even came to Greensboro, because they put that flyer out.  And then you state that because the protestors beat on the car constituted the killings of the people that were killed, and the people that were injured, so no responsibility falls on the people who held the guns in their hands, fired the shots, came of their own accord and willingness.  I’m trying to establish some accountability and responsibility to what took place on November 3rd 1979.

VG:  Well you should’ve set through the court I sit through three months, like the jury.  The jury ruled that they were the aggressors, they attacked the Klan, and we were found not guilty. You should’ve been there and you’d’ve had an understanding, just like the jury did.

Mr. Griffin, did you know or recognize any of the CWP members prior to November 3rd?

VG:  No, I didn’t know any of ‘em.

Thank you Mr. Griffin.  We appreciate you coming here.  We certainly are very interested in what you had to say.  We may want to talk to you a little more later if you are available.  But in any event, thank you so much for being here and giving us your thoughts.

VG:  Thank you sir, it’s been my pleasure.

END OF TRANSCRIPT
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