TRANSCRIPT

Claude Barnes, PhD

Public Hearing #1 of the Greensboro Truth and Reconciliation Commission

July 15, 2005        Greensboro, North Carolina

Italics:  Commission members

CB: Claude Barnes

Angela Lawrence:  Dr. Barnes, we’d like to welcome you and thank you in advance for coming to give a statement for the Commission.

Claude Barnes: Thank you.  If you will give me a minute I want to get the technology taken care of.  But in the meantime, while we are waiting, first of all let me say thank you very much for the Greensboro Truth and Reconciliation Commission for providing this historic opportunity to have a public space to discuss a very tragic event in our recent history.  And what I would like to do in the very brief time that you’ve given me is try to provide some context from the standpoint that this event that happened in 79 was not an isolated event.  In fact, it is very much connected to the struggle for social justice and equality that has been going on in this country since the very beginning.  If you think about how this country was founded, if you think about slavery, if you think about what happened to the Native Americans, if you think about the Underground Railroad, if you think about the sit in movement, if you think about the struggle that took place in Greensboro in May 1969 against police brutality and the mistreatment of young African American students in this city, all those incidents have a continuous historical line that connects them together as, the way that I’d like to put it, when you think about North Carolina and Greensboro, there are two factors that stand out in its historical development.  The state’s history is characterized by an almost unbroken legacy of racist terror and reaction.  The state’s history is characterized as a state that has always been hospitable to racist groups like the Ku Klux Klan, has always played an active role in the subjugation of black people, poor people and progressive activists.  The state’s all out effort to convict and jail the Wilmington 10 in its complexity or complicity and the acquittal of the Klan/Nazi murderers are contemporary examples of a racist legacy that can not be covered up with new South public relations rhetoric, with new progressive downtown streets and sidewalks.  In fact, as one of my colleagues likes to observe, this effect is like putting rouge on a corpse.  

In contrast, the second most distinguishing factor in this state’s history and in this city’s history and in this county’s history is an almost unbroken struggle of black people and progressive people to improve their conditions of life in that context.  The sit in movement was a good example of that.  The movement in 1969 to protect the dignity and respect of young African American students was another example of that.  The attempt by the Communist Workers Party and their forbearers to change the social structure of labor in this particular community and this state is another example of that.  And what happened in some sense in 1969 was almost a demonstration effect or a shock and awe effect as our serial lying president likes to talk about the war that took place in Iraq was against weapons of mass destruction in fact it was a demonstration war.  In a sense this was a demonstration effect to disrupt progressive forces from organizing and making more social change or more fundamental social change take place in our society.  
At any rate, those are just some of my opening remarks, but what I’d like to leave with the Commission because I know we don’t have much time together, I have some documentary evidence to support those contentions.  The first thing I would like to leave with the Commission is a thesis I wrote in 1989 which looks at the historical development of one of the most progressive, one of the most important black political organizations in this country’s history and that was the Greensboro Association of Poor People.  I wrote this thesis it is called The Consideration of the Relationship Between Ideology and Activism in the Black Nationalist Movement: A case study of the rise and fall of the Greensboro Association of Poor People.”  The thesis covers two parts.  The first part provides a theoretical conceptual overview of what factors motivated people to be involved in social struggle.  The second part of the thesis documents the many intense activism and campaign that were outlined and propagated by the individuals who were involved in the creation of the Greensboro Association of Poor People.  I think it is a tragedy that only a few books and theses have been written about the social history or political history of Greensboro and especially the political forces that came out of this particular era.  I think William Chafe’s book “Civilities and Civil Rights” is probably the best known mainstream treatment of those factors, but that book was written in 1980 and we still don’t, we don’t have the kind of literature out there that would accord the significance of this particular geographical region in the overall civil rights and overall history of social justice in America.
At any rate, I don’t want to repeat something that my colleagues have already been talking about.  I understand that Lewis Brandon was a former speaker here or there were other speakers here that may have talked about some details in terms of GAPP’s intense period of activism.  I’m not sure however if they were able to give much detail about an event that took place in May of 1969 in this community which was also critically important and what I call one of the missing pages of the civil rights movement: the Dudley/A&T Student Revolt and the North Carolina Nationalists.  From my perspective, to understand why those events occurred, we have to look at a broad sweep of historical developments that begins with at least the 1944-74 period which covers the Civil Rights Movement.  This is a period of almost unbroken intense activism and struggle.  It’s hard now when I teach my students for them to conceive of the kind of social conditions that were part of our everyday life in the 1960s.  Growing up in segregated Greensboro, NC.  And again, it is amazing to me how people don’t want to talk about this history, but if you don’t talk about this history how can you have a future?  How can you really talk about improving a situation if people don’t have a collective memory and some kind of collective agreement about why some individuals are aggrieved and still feel aggrieved and other people feel that everything is hunky-dory.  There’s a problem with that.  I have a very very profound and deep memory of growing up in segregated Greensboro, NC.  The kind of daily human indignities that one has to endure.  Being afraid of being locked up for wreckless eyeballing for example.  You could not look white people in the eye unless you wanted to suffer pain of punishment.  And in some cases, the kind of daily indignities that we had to face in terms of trying to shop downtown Greensboro, but you couldn’t sit down, you couldn’t try on the clothes, etc. etc.  That’s a part of our history that we need to have some kind of collective memory on if we are going to move to a different place where we are trying to build a community like Martin Luther King used to called that Beloved Community.  I don’t think we can get to that unless we come to some kind of a collective discussion and collective consensus about what happened.  At any rate, when we look at the civil rights movement, it went through at least three phases of what I call legal tactics phase 1 ‘44-’54, phase 2 non-violent action ’55-’64, this was the phase that was dominated by Martin King, SCLC and other non-violent direct action type organizations.  But phase 3 is one of the phases that we don’t like to talk about, that is one of those missing pages of the civil rights movement where a number of individuals that become displeased with the pace of social change that was taking place as a result of the tactics that were being employed in the non-violent direct action phase and especially after Martin King was assassinated in 1968 a number of individuals began to turn to a different kind of ideology and another kind of philosophy that we need to talk about community control.  We need to talk about Black power, we need to talk about controlling our own destiny and moving away from trying to realize our dream by appealing to the moral suasion of someone’s conscience.  It seems to me that unless we develop some kind of collective historical memory of what these events mean that we are never going to get to that phase as I said that we call the Beloved Community.  It’s also important to appreciate the social context of that movement.  There was a spark, some people call it a powder keg and explosion, but I like to call it the straw that broke the camel’s back.  When we go back and look at what happened in ’69, an event that involved the entire Greensboro Police Department as well as 650 National Guard troops to put down a rebellion by a group of unruly high school students as we were described, but more importantly to put down an angry, fed up disaffected African American community.  In some sense when I think about how I’ve titled this talk and how I’ve written and published material in the past, I want to go back and revise that because it wasn’t an A&T student revolt.  It was an African American student revolt, it was an African American community revolt because the grievances were deep and long and in some senses they are still heart felt.  I find it interesting and somewhat disgusting really that Morningside Homes no longer exists.  I mean I appreciate Willow Oaks, but what happened to Morningside Homes.  It was almost as if we don’t want to…we want to sweep that legacy away from our memory.  But Morningside Homes had a positive history.  There were a number of people who grew out of Morningside Homes.  In fact, someone wrote in my blog that why we always talking about we from Morningside Homes?  Well some of us are so proud to be from Morningside Homes and one other point I would like to make is that I grew up on 17A Jennifer St. in Morningside Homes.  ANd the 1979 incident took place less than two blocks from where my mother lived at the time.  So in my estimation, I’m still traumatized by this event.   I’m traumatized because some of the people that got killed of course were friends of mine.  But more important than that, an entire community was traumatized and the city has not made any kind of effort as far as  I know to come to some justice about the injustice that was done to the entire community.  
I’ll forego the discussion about the Greensboro Four but one of the missing pages in the Civil Rights Movement also concerns the role of African American women which continues to get swept under the rug for some reason. When I look at these histories that Chafe and others have written, I’m very much appreciative of what has been written, but then a lot more needs to be written about Sandra Philpott, about Gladys Robinson, about these other unsung heroes like Joyce Johnson, for example, who played leadership roles in so many ways behind the scenes. Without their participation you would not have had a successful struggle as far as at least Dudley’s concerned and certainly as far as the city movement is concerned in many respects.  At any rate, the civil rights protests change American society, Jim Crow laws are abolished, the civil rights act of ’64 is passed, the voting rights act of ’65 is passed.  Public accommodations are open to Blacks; the poverty rate drops significantly; these are all amazing accomplishments of a national movement.  But they are also important because the national movement received a lot of direction and impetus right here from Greensboro, NC.  But even so, despite those improvements racial inequalities still persist in all these spheres of American life so there is a lot of work that still needs to be done.  One of the ideological perspectives that tried to fill the void was what we called the Black Power perspective which was another phase of the civil rights movement where Malcolm X begins to articulate the ideology of Black Power and under the leadership of Stokely Carmichael, organizations like SNCC (Student Non-Violent Coordinating Committee) begin to move away from the civil rights perspective to a more militant Black Power perspective and we begin to see that o n t he James Meredith march against fear in June 1966 when Willie Ricks stepped on top of a stand and the phrase was “Beep beep bang bang Umgawa Black  Power.”  THe next thing you know there were black power organizations thousands of them all across the United States including places like Greensboro, which created an organization called the Greensboro Association of Poor People in 1968 to respond to Stokely’s call.
Black students of course began to take over and protest the lack of consideration for African Americans in the educational system.  In fact one of our local activists, Ed Whitfield, was instrumental in playing a major role in trying to get Black studies on predominantly white campuses.  Now of course this is old news.  Almost every major predominantly white institution of higher education has a Black studies program, but what is interesting to me is that so many historically Black colleges and universities don’t have a Black studies program.  That’s a contradiction which still makes no sense, but at that particular time we did have an organization called the Student Organization for Black Unity (SOBU) which was created in Greensboro in A&T’s student union of May 1969 that was discussing these kinds of issues.  And in fact one of the projects of the student organization for Black Unity was to create what they called the Save and Change Black Schools Project where they talked about it’s a need to go beyond something called Black Studies but talk about the reconfiguration of Black education period.  And of course this is what led to the creation of the Malcolm X Liberation University which grew out of a struggle for quality education at Duke University.  Malcolm X Liberation University, the African Liberation Support Committee, which was also created in Greensboro in 1972, the African World Newspaper which was housed right there on McConnell road in the old Sebastian House, the Student Organization for Black Unity, which I already mentioned, the Foundation for Community Development which came out of Durham, NC, but which was one of the first anti-poverty organizations in the state, and also I would mention that North Carolina group of Nationalists and Progressives who were also connected to the growth of activism from the standpoint of being involved with organizations like the Revolutionary Workers League, the Workers Viewpoint  Organization and then the Communist Workers Party.  Those same individuals were responsible for the creation of organizations like the Black Students United for Liberation, and the North Carolina Black Political Assembly which in the 1970s helped produce the groundwork for one of the greatest political conventions that’s ever taken place in the history of America and that was the Gary Convention which tried to create a third party or a Black political party in America because neither the Democratic Party or the Republican Party were providing any kind of leadership or any kind of justice if you will for the concerns of African Americans.  So it is not amazing to me and it certainly was not amazing to William Chafe in his book when he called Greensboro/Durham the center of the Black Power movement in the South.  In the context of all that, we will begin to see urban rebellions take place.  In 1968, the city had an urban rebellion.  And then in May of 1969, there was a student council election at all-Black Dudley High School and one of the candidates, one Claude Barnes was excluded from the ballot for being subversive.  And what does subversive mean?  It meant that he knew Nelson Johnson.  It meant that he knew Lewis Brandon.   It meant that he knew Joyce Johnson.  It meant that he knew these other people who were trying to bring about social change in our community and therefore he was subversive.  The students of course exercised their first amendment rights to free speech and protest and of course being naïve young people we did not know that you can’t do that in America without being the victim of excessive use of force.  And we were absolutely surprised and amazed that on a high school campus we were confronted with tear gas, riot gear, and beatings and we were all thrown in jail with knots on our head.  Eventually of course we fell back to what we considered to be more friendly surroundings and that was North Carolina A&T State University which at that same moment the student organization for Black Unity was having its founding convention so every Black militant in the world was in this union.  At that particular point in time a decision was made to stop the conference because something was happening to our young people.  Our young people were out there demonstrating trying to exercise their fundamental so-called constitutional rights and they were being attacked unfairly and mistreated.  So one of the points I’m trying to make is what happened in 1979 is not unique.  It is not different it is part of a long history of exploitation and oppression that has taken place in our community.  We should not be surprised although we are disappointed, but we should not be surprised.  Again, officials blamed the whole protest on a group of outside agitators.  Now  I was not an outside agitator; neither were my colleagues, but if you would look at the way that the media treated us you would think that we were a bunch of criminals, a bunch of agi…outside agitators whose only concern was to disrupt the public school system.  In fact we were trying to improve the public school system.  We were taking what we were learning seriously.  We actually believed in something called democracy and we believed that we had a voice and we made a mistake because we were jailed for trying to exercise those beliefs.  And worse than that when the A&T students tried to come and protect their younger brothers and sisters one student was killed.  And whoever killed him has never been brought to justice and there were eyewitnesses who still believe to this day that Willie Ernest Grimes was gunned down by the Greensboro Police Department.  There were eyewitnesses to that effect and this is one of the cold cases, one of the unsolved murders and then people don’t understand why some of us are upset.  You can go back and look at the headlines, but I  won’t to bore you with that.  But this is what the students had to face.  Simply from tring to exercise what they believed to be their democratic birthright we had to face excessive use of force.  When the police came down at Dudley High School they gassed an entire community.  Taking no consideration for the older people who were sitting on their porches trying to figure out what was going on or shooting at the students.  I was shot at many times myself.  It is amazing that more people were not murdered at that particular point in time.  I’d like to stick this picture in here because of the kind of when you go back and look at the news coverage it is absolutely amazing to look at the news coverage and then to look at the people who were involved.  We were high school students.  We were young high school students and when I go back and look at where these people are now none of them are locked up in jail.  They all have productive situations and I could go through that but that’s another story. 
At any rate, the key point I’m trying to make here is that there’s a connection between ’79, ’69, 1960, 1955, however far you want to go back.  People who stand up for social justice and righteousness get attacked by the government, by the Klan, and by all those who stand for reaction and the lack of progress.  That’s not something that should be surprising to us, but it seems to me that here we are in 2005 and we’ve got to justify our actions for wanting to stand up for progressive social change.  Occupying the moral high ground is not enough.  If we are going to make democracy happen, it seems to me we gotta take it from the serial liars who are in control right now.  Who are ready to take our young people to war on lies and kill our birthright, our young people, based on lies.  Serial liars, that’s the only term I can use to describe the people who are in control of our so-called democracy right now.  But things have got to change.  Some of us are not afraid.  Some of us have not recounted.  Some of us have not repented.  In fact, I may be a political science professor, but I’ve still got the same ideas I’ve always had since I first met Nelson Johnson.  [applause] To me, the history of the modern civil rights movement would not be complete until the story of the role of the Black power nationalists, the role of the North Carolina Nationalists and the connections between that struggle and what happened in Greensboro 1969 are made in a very profound way that our community understands and appreciates.  If this Greensboro Truth and Reconciliation Commission can’t do anything but provide a dialogue where that public space is available where we can in fact engage and learn from our recent history and connect that to our more longer view about historical development, then this will be all worth it.  I think that is the best we can expect is to have a safe public space to try to come up with some kind of historical consensus to cure this self enforced historical amnesia and ignorance that keeps our community divided.  
Thank you very much.

[applause]

AL: Thank you Mr. Barnes for your statement.   And at this time, does any other Commissioners have any questions?
CB: For the record, I do want to leave these materials with somebody.  I do have a published article that I wrote called “Bullet holes in the Wall: Reflections on the Dudley A&T Student Revolt of May ’69.”  This is from a book that my colleagues and I put together sometime ago.  I do have a thesis.  I do have a…Lewis Brandon reminded me, this is his chart that tries to trace the organizational development that begins with the Foundation for Community Development in 1967 and ends with the creation of Communist Workers Party so that you can see the historical evolution of those organizations and those relationships.  And I do have some other materials I’d like to leave with you as well.  And again, thank you Commission, I thank you very much for the work that you are doing.  This is very courageous and I dare say sacred work.

Cynthia Brown: Dr. Barnes, I just wanted to ask you.  I’m sitting here and I know a little bit of the history, of the details.  You gave a kind of broad brushed stroke about the Dudley incident and the elections.  Can you give a little bit more detail about actually what happened there that led to the students marching and connecting with A&T students…let’s get that background for people who don’t really have that history.

CB: Okay, well essentially, to make a long story short, I was a high school student, a junior, running for Student Government Council President and the individuals who were in charge of the school at that time, I don’t want to call names because it’s probably not necessary, but they know who they were and are, but they took my name off the ballot because I was deemed to be a subversive individual.  But the students decided to write my name in anyway, so when the election was held, I actually ended up with just about all of the votes, as it turns out.  I was still not allowed to take office, which was fine with me, but hten some of my colleagues were telling me, look, this is not fair, it is not fair, let’s protest.  so we decided to protest, we planned a protest that we were going to shut down the student assembly that was taking place, we were all going to walk out of the student assembly because they had called an assembly to explain why the election results were invalid.  We passed out leaflets before and asked people to come out and boycott with us.  And so we were expecting a big turnout.  Nine people showed up for the protest.  Nine people.  And that’s just about how it was for a couple of days.  But the nine people were committed we decided to protest in front of the school with signs.  And of course someone felt that we were a nuisance.  The police were called, we were attacked.  And this is what really happened.  when we were attacked, it just so happened that classes were changing at that particular point in time and our colleagues began to see how we were treated by the police and this led to other students really running to our support.  And that’s what really escalated the affair into a back and forth civil unrest kind of incident.  I could go on and on and on, but again I’ve written this up and I would refer you to the public record.  To make a long story short, it was an incident that probably didn’t have to escalate and get out of control but it was the lack of respect for young people and their ability to take seriously a education that ultimately led to this kind of affair.  That is on one side, the other side of course, there was a bias against radical politics and it was also a bias against low income people.  I happened to be from the wrong side of town so some of that was in there also in the sense that there’s no one from my side of town had ever been a student government official before.  And even though I was in the National Honor Society and a number of other things, they just would not allow it.  But if you are really interested, and I did happen to bring along a number of pieces of documentary evidence.  The demands that we raised at that particular point in time, I’ve got copies of those from the original documentation.  I also have copies of a newsletter that we helped put out that the radicals put out.  We did a letter to mom and pops from the Black radicals that we passed out to the Black community.  And when I reflect back on this whole incident one of the points I want to make before I leave that I must make is that one of the things I think the individuals  I had the privilege of working with was most successful at was building broad based coalitions in the African American community.  And that is probably what saved a lot of our lives because there were, we had deep support in African American community.  We had support from ministers, from lawyers, from people from all walks of life.  And of course there are some statements I could quote to you to back that up, but it is in the documentary evidence, but that is one of the things I think about when I think about that particular time frame is how people came to our rescue despite the beating we were taking in the press.  We had our own press instruments.  We had our leaflets, we had our newsletters, we had our community mass meetings, which were well attended and this is how we stitched our community together to go against the odds that were stacked up against us.  I could go on, ma’am but I don’t want to take up the Commissioners time with that incident, but, so, I mean if there are other particular questions, I’d be glad to answer them.
MS:  I would love to ask you to elaborate just a big more.  You’ve introduced us to something that has captured my attention and that is the degree to which you had a depth of support in the African American community that kind of cut across all of the boundaries.  To what extent was that support present or absent for the Workers Viewpoint Organization.

CB: That’s a good question.  That’s a good question and you know, when you look at the movement, we started off as basically a grassroots organization, but it seems to me that the more we moved into radical politics we began to lose some of that support that began to happen for a variety of reasons.  I think one of the reasons it began to happen is that it took us a while to get kind of reconnected to our grassroots.  We kind of lost touch with the grassroots for a moment.  Okay?  I think that is one of the things that happened.  I think though some major breakthroughs were about ready to be made in 1979.  I think some major breakthroughs were about to be made as far as labor organizing.  And as far as the support from the community is concerned, but we will never know because the corner was turned in such a tragic way.  The way that, the way that they Communist Workers Party was broke up through armed violence, and I would say official armed violence because they had the sanction of the state.  The way that organization was broke up, I just call it a demonstration effect, the shock and awe effect that we are still feeling the effects from.  This is what happens to people who get involved in progressive politics.  Alright?  And I think it was the threat of reconnecting with the grassroots, that the Communist Workers Party had that potential was really what got people’s attention. Something was going on in the textile mills of North Carolina and I have documented how difficult it was and is to work in those conditions.  We call ourselves a democracy, but that democracy ends at the plant gate.  You go work in the mill and the first thing you learn is that your supervisor is called an overseer.  Something is wrong with that picture.  You don’t have any rights when you go into that plant gate.  And the textile workers of North Carolina are some of the most oppressed individuals and that’s what the individuals that I used to work with, the individuals I was associated with, that’s what we used to do.  That statement is true that Paul Bermanzohn made…we work with the most oppressed, the wretched of the earth because no one else is paying attention and unfortunately that is where we are right now.  When I look at my society right now, this is what I see.  A lack of care, a lack of attention to the least of these and I think this is what happens to those people who decide to go in that direction.  If you take off the emperor’s clothes, the emperor gets upset and I don’t know what repercussions I will have for calling a serial liar a serial liar, but every time I get in public, this is what I have to say.  We are being led by a president who is a serial liar on many respects.  [applause]  But at any rate, in answer to your question, it was not as deep as it used to be, but it was beginning to make inroads where it was, you know, it was going to make headway, or that was my estimation.  But that is my estimation from afar because in ’69, no ’79 I had left Greensboro to go to Atlanta to attend graduate school, so I wasn’t involved in the organizing activity at that particular point in time.  IN fact, I was scheduled to come home that weekend, but I had so much work to do I couldn’t justify coming home that particular weekend, and who knows?  Who knows what the situation would be?  But that is a good question.  That is an excellent question.

Bob Peters: Dr. Barnes, you mentioned that people in Greensboro don’t want to talk about the social and political history of Greensboro, but I have a two part question.  Would you comment as to why, number one?  And number two, what benefits might arise if we did talk about that history?

CB: Well, you know Greensboro is just like Atlanta, a city I’ve spent some time in.  And Greensboro and Atlanta both like to hype themselves.  They have this image of themselves which is far from reality.  You know, and the state too.  We used to be called a New South state.  Huh.  We a New South state.  We’re a New South State and at the same time, we’ve still got segregation going on.  Do you remember what happened in Greensboro at the time of Brown vs. Board of Education was passed and people said, oh, we’re going to integrate right away.  And then it took from 1955 to 1974 to you know, it took all that time, we took dragging and screaming into the future because our leaders here in this particular town believed their own press reports.  There is something about the fabric of this place whereby the elite that makes the major decisions have one image of themselves and the city and the reality is something else on the ground.  So, you know, you are bringing some attention to some uncomfortable truths and people don’t want to talk about those uncomfortable truths.  But if you really want to be a community, if you really look at the definition of community, that means that you’ve got to pay attention to all aspects of that community.  And if there is suffering in that community, you can’t be a good community if there is mass suffering in that community.  How it is that you call yourself a community and you know that people in Southeast Greensboro are suffering?  I can remember when my mother was working as a domestic servant and making $20 a week.  That’s not no pay for no human being.  I can remember with the blind workers were working in inhuman conditions making $1.06/hour.  And that’s why people were motivated to get out and stand with the blind workers.  They were motivated to get out and stand with the cafeteria workers.  They were motivated to get out and stand against police brutality because nobody else was taking up these issues.  So the leadership in Greensboro in my estimation does not want to confront its reality.  It looks different on the ground.  But we’ve got some nice buildings.  We’ve got some nice restaurants downtown.  But then we’ve got some neighborhoods where there are some serious problems.  And nobody’s addressing those problems in a systematic and serious way.  And that’s even less so today than it was in ’79 in my estimation.  Does that help?
[laughter]

BP: Well, what benefits?  Would you comment a little bit further on what benefits might arise if we did face that political and social…

CB: I thought that was implied in my answer, but I’ll be glad to elaborate.  It seems to me that if we really concerned about community…if you really want to build community and the definition of community then you take care of the entire community and then you’ll see that when it comes time for a public sacrifice then everybody will get on board.  But right now when this city asks my community to sacrifice to build a ballpark, I’ve got a problem with that.  Because you haven’t done anything on my side of town.  Alright?  So if you want to build trust, then take care of the entire community.  Do something about the least of these and then, you know, that may sound like a trite phrase, but growing up poor, I have very vivid memories of being poor.  So I mean, you know, unless you, I don’t mean to say unless you’ve been poor, but you know you don’t have to have been poor to have compassion and sympathy for the poor.  I hope you don’t have to experience that, alright, but I don’t want to go back to being poor again.  I’m gonna work for the rest of my life to try to change that situation I’ll learn for myself before my colleagues and my brothers and sisters.  That’s just the way that is.  I think if more people felt that way, we wouldn’t have poverty in America.  There is no reason for us to have poverty in this community.  It’s ridiculous.  All the wealth that’s generated in this community and there are still people that’s hungry?  There are still people who have problems, drug problems.  There are still people who are not sure if they can have lights on tomorrow because they are not making the kind of wages that they need to have a livable situation.  How is it that you can work their fingers to the bone and still be below the poverty level in this community?  To me, that is unconscionable and you call yourself a democracy and a community.  You’re not a community, you are something else.  You are a façade of a community.  So if we are really serious about community, we’ve got to take care of those real world problems that people have.  This is not theory.  This is not theory.  Now, anybody that knows me knows that that’s one of the reasons I start off any public discussion with first of all, my name is Claude Barnes from 17A Jennifer St., Morningside Homes, because that is basically who I am.  That’s basically who I will always be.  And I still know people who are friends of mine and if more people would be a little bit more compassionate to their brothers and sisters I think we’d be a lot…a lot longer.  And what I’m saying is that the people who run my community don’t have that compassion.  They’re more interested in the window dressing, you know having a nice sparkling ballpark downtown that you can take your rich people friends to, but you know a lot of my people can’t go to the ballpark.  I don’t want to go to the ballpark because I can’t take all the people I would like to take.  At any rate, that’s what I mean.  We could have a much better place if we took community seriously and if we had that collective understanding of our history.  If we had a collective and compassionate understanding that all of us are not sharing in this American dream.  In fact, to many of us it is an American nightmare.  And we haven’t woke up yet.
AL: Thank you, Dr. Barnes.

[applause]

