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TRANSCRIPT

Ramon Bell, (Retired) Greensboro Police Department

    Public Hearing #2 of the Greensboro Truth and Reconciliation Commission

                             August 26, 2005       Greensboro, North Carolina

Italics: Commission members
RB: Ramon Bell, Retired Greensboro Police Officer
TRANSCRIPT BEGINS
Commissioner Brown: We will now resume the public hearing. Out of respect for the hearing’s speakers we ask that there be silence in the auditorium; and that everyone turn off your cell phone and other electronic devices that will cause a disturbance.
 I also want to make a couple of announcements. First of all, I would like to just mention that you may have noticed that we have lost one of our Commissioners. She has had to leave because of a family illness. She has promised that if she can get the situation resolved she will rejoin us before the evening is over.
We have an additional speaker today; and I’m sorry that I don’t have the name for our speaker please.
RB: My name is Ramon Bell.
Commissioner Brown: Alright, you are a retired officer I understand from the Greensboro Police Department. And what we have been informed is that you have some additional information that would be helpful in response to some of the questions that were answered. So, if you would give us your statement please.

RB: Okay. And and you are Ms?
Commissioner Brown: Cynthia Brown.
RB: I think you, and Rev. Sills, and someone else maybe Miss Walker, all asked the question why the police were not at Everett and Carver. Did they not know about Everett and Carver?
 Commissioner Brown: If you could move the mike in closer.
RB: A little bit closer. This one.

Commissioner Brown: This one right here and talk directly into it.

RB: (Inaudible) Much better. I can hear you now.

RB: You had some questions about why the police were not at Everett and Carver.
Commissioner Brown: Yes.

RB: About why they do not know when the Klan knew. Well, they did know about Everett and Carver. And let me start from the beginning. It will take a few minutes if you can bear with me.
I went to work with the Greensboro Police Department in March 6, 1972.

In 1979 during the months of October and November, I was assigned to the traffic division as a traffic investigation officer. The physical location of my office was near the patrol assembly area. It was also near an area where all the district captains had their offices.
At that time, the District 2 Captain was Captain Trevor Hampton. Some of you may be familiar with that name.  It was pretty much the district captain’s duty when some events like this came up to write or construct what was known as an administrative operational plan.

Rev. Sills mentioned, was there not some other document. There was an administrative plan. I read it, and I saw it. I have no idea what happened to it, or where it went after November 3. But there was an administrative plan. It was written by, I suppose, Captain Hampton and approved by the administrative. 
Now in reading that plan, let me also comment that. I worked with Captain Hampton in one time to and he had some personal philosophies that a lot of us didn’t agree with. Let me give you an example like Captain Ball did.

Let’s say, I’m on patrol duty and I’m answering calls. I get a certain type of call one night to go to this address and I go. Maybe I have a partner with me and maybe not. It’s pretty much a brotherhood thing with police officers that if I don’t have anything to do and you are assigned to a call that has a potential to be a dangerous call, I would just automatically drive by. Maybe I would get out and walk up with you, or maybe I would just park across the street and be there.
Captain Hampton didn’t like us to do that. He believed that the more numbers of uniformed officers there were the more potential it was to insight the community.

So, we stayed away. I believe myself that this same philosophy of his was written into this operation plan. 
Because it was written with a theme that he called “low profile”. That was the theme for this plan. “Low profile” in this instance meant that that police officers would not be visible at the gathering points for the most part at least not in numbers. 
Now there was confusion. It was originally written up for this whole march to start at the Windsor Center; and there was a sergeant and 2 officers assigned there to help with that gathering.
Sometime the afternoon on November 2, I was working that day during my regular daily duties. I got wind and got heard that there was some confusion about the CWP had changed the mustering point for the march. I don’t think, and again this is my own personal feelings. That whoever was making those decisions about what to do maybe Captain Hampton or maybe some of his lieutenants said, well maybe we better watch both areas. So, they had officers go by and checking both areas like Captain Ball said.
And there was about 30-40 people at Windsor Center. At certain times there was no one at Everett and Carver. Police officers were assigned to be on the post. Things happened quicker than they expected. They were told to get to your post. And what is not to be clarified is that their posts were not Windsor Center or Everett and Carver. Their post was Dudley High School; and I think the other part of it was Washington Street.
That was their assembly post to be 2 or 3 blocks away where they could quickly respond. Obviously, not quick enough. Errors were made in judgment. This whole thing went down the tube before anybody knew what was coming off. 
Captain Hampton didn’t report for duty that day. He was in charge of the operation. He was the district commander for this operation. I don’t think he was the city wide duty captain.

But, uh, I spoke with the late Major Ed Wynn. I think some of you know Major Wynn. Major Wynn was Captain Hampton’s supervisor. Let me stop again, and tell you something else I have been doing.
Since I have retired 7 ½ years ago I have been in the private investigations business. I do all of Mike Schlosser’s private investigative work. That’s why I am here today. He asked me to come to this hearing. You know who Mike Schlosser is.
Uh, he chose not to come and I think he started to come here and talk and then he changed his mind. He said, “Will you go and monitor it for me”. He said, “I really wish you would consider getting up and telling them what you know”. 
And I said, “Well I am going to wait to see what happens. I don’t know what Captain Ball is going to say”. And I do not disagree with a thing Captain Ball said. Nothing. I just don’t think he knew all that I knew. At the time we were both patrolman.
I had access to these documents. I have read them. In fact, I read that operational plan twice because I couldn’t believe it. A lot of us read the operational plans and just shook our heads and said (inaudible). You don’t let 2 groups with extreme political views from each other come together without a buffer; and the buffer would have been the police. 

In my opinion, yes, we should have been there. It wasn’t my decision at the time. I was a patrolman. Uh, I think everybody learned from it. Mistakes were made. That was a big mistake in my opinion. Uh, conspiracy no.

Commissioner Sills: Do you have any idea of what happened to that operational plan it seems to be missing?
RB: Mr. Schlosser has never seen it.
Commissioner Sills:  How could something like that just disappear?
RB: I can’t answer that. I don’t know.

Commissioner Sills: There there are a stack of documents that high related to.

RB: Well, for this plan it wasn’t but about 10 pages. 
Commissioner Sills: Yeah.

RB: Maybe 8-10 pages maybe not that. Maybe 6. I don’t know.  I don’t remember. It was a stapled together document and it was given to the uh supervisors that were running the show that day.
I feel pretty sure that Sgt. Toomes was read his assignment from that document. And they told him to go your post. His post was Dudley High School or Lincoln. Right there. They are together. Lincoln (inaudible ) and Dudley.  That’s where the officers were assigned.
That was their post. They may have been on their post when this thing happened.
But, it takes more than a minute to realize what is going on. 
As Captain Ball said radio communications then is not what they are now. No cell phones. We had no walkie talkies that amounted to anything then. They were sparingly distributed. Maybe the supervisors and the corporals may have had walkie talkies, that was it.  I don’t know. But, you know, I hope that answers that one question. That’s about all I can tell you 
Commissioner Sills: Was there general knowledge among the police officers that uh.
RB: Pardon.

Commissioner Sills: Was there general knowledge among the police officers that Eddie Dawson was an informant that he was working for the police department?
RB: No.

RB: Not and I. I say.  I that for me.  I had no knowledge of what Eddie Dawson.
And I was a day to day working investigative officer. I had nothing to do with Special Intelligence or watching Eddie Dawson or anybody else. That was left up to the Intelligence Officers, the undercover guys, Internal Affairs, or whatever they were assigned to then. I don’t think the average cop on the street and maybe even the sergeants and lieutenants in the patrol division, had no idea of who Eddie Dawson was.
Commissioner Sills: Right.
Commissioner Brown: Thank you very much. We certainly appreciate you coming forward to give us this additional information.

RB: I hope it helps some. 
Commissioner Brown: Thank You.

RB: You’re Welcome.

(Audience claps).
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