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TRANSCRIPT BEGINS
Floris Cauce Weston was born in Panama City, Panama and immigrated to the United States in 1958 with her parents and siblings.  She lived and grew up in Washington D.C. and attended George Washington University.  As a student she joined the February First movement; a group of students named after the historic date of the first Greensboro lunch counter sit-ins.  The Feb. first movement studied capitalism and anti imperialism and worked to organize students from surrounding campuses to increase their awareness of the needs and concerns of working people.  They met and worked with students on neighboring campuses and with students from all over the country who shared the same desire to make a difference within their community.  Eventually she left school so that she could help the organized workers and dedicate herself to community activism full time.  She met Cesar while both were helping to organize the 1977 African Liberation Day demonstration where over 10,000 marched in the streets of D.C.  to urge U.S. foreign policy to take a more aggressive stance in support of an end to apartheid in South Africa.  Currently she manages housing programs in the state of Virginia.  They married in June of 1979 and were newlyweds at the time of Cesar’s death.   Bereaved, Floris charged the judge and the prosecutor with carrying on the shame prior and was thrown into the Guilford County jail for thirty days along with Marty Nathan.  Later she lobbied Congress for the appointment of a special prosecutor for the first trial by testifying to the Congressional Black Caucus and meeting personally with the Chair of the Congressional Black Caucus at that time, John Conley.  Floris is divorced from Larry Weston and has one son.  She now lives and works in Richmond, Va., where she now manages housing programs for low income families.  
Thank you very much for coming to share your statement with us today.  

FW:  Thank you very much.  Please feel free, everyone, to let me know if you can’t hear me.  I’ve prepared my statement and don’t know if each of you have had an opportunity to get a copy of it before now.  If you haven’t, I’ll be certain to get it to you.  If you do have it, please be aware that I frequently ad-lib.  

There has been so much said here today; things that I feel have enriched the statement I want to make and therefore I’ll try to make some adjustments to it as I go along.  

I’d like to begin with a very, very special thanks, my blessings and appreciation to everyone who has made the establishment of a Truth & Reconciliation Commission here in the United States.  It is history making and it will be important to many people in communities in years to come.  I’m hopeful that it will demonstrate a healing process that can be replicated and that will be instructive on how to avoid similar occurrences in the future.  I also offer my best wishes and encouragement to the commission member and the staff and all the volunteers who have willingly accepted this mantle of responsibility to conduct these hearings.  It’s no small task.
I’d like to talk with you this afternoon and try to tell you a little bit about who we were; who all of the people were that came to Morningside Homes on November 3 and why.  So much of what is said about us in the press, and in other places and you’ve heard it here today, that we were the CWP.  We were people.  We are people.  I was there in Greensboro on Nov. 3.  I was living in Durham and working in Durham, but I traveled to Greensboro, just like I traveled to China Grove to participate in this demonstration with Cesar and with my friends.  

Let me tell you about Cesar.  He was a Cuban immigrant, but Cesar was also a naturalized American citizen, so he was an American.  He adopted North Carolina as his home, so he was a North Carolinian, not by birth, not by rearing, but that was his adopted home and that is why he was there.  He wasn’t foreign to the state.  He came to the U.S. when he was 5 years old with his family.  His father had been the Minister of Education during the final days of the Batista Regime in Cuba.  In Cuba, they were a family of means but they became a working class family when they came to the U.S. like so many other Cuban immigrants.  His father essentially wanted Castro overthrown and he constantly railed in their home about that.  Cesar, in this same household, surrounded by these political outlooks, grew in opposition to his father.  He applauded Castro and the accomplishments of the revolution and he and his father grew far apart in their political outlooks.  While his father railed on against Castro and Communism, Cesar embraced it.
He transferred to Duke University in his sophomore year where he met old and new friends who were actively supporting the efforts of Duke workers to unionize.  After graduating, he determined that he, like so many of the others that were killed on Nov. 3, would dedicate themselves to improving the life of working people and not to pursue a career.  He had a choice.  He willingly chose not to go get a Master’s degree or a Ph.D. and become a college professor, but to join working people.  He wanted prestige of another sort, he wanted to personally know that he was doing something that would be part of a solution, and not to simply continue to be part of a problem.
Gavin Winston said that there were TV reporters from Durham in Greensboro when he arrived on the morning of Nov. 3 and he was surprised that there would be Durham TV stations there.  I see that as a testament to the fact that Cesar and all of us were doing very real, significant and effective work doing community organizing and workers organizing in Durham, in Greensboro and across the state.  We had been organizing and demonstrating against the competency test because we thought that it would adversely effect black youths.  We had been advocating and demonstrating in the community against right to work laws because we thought that it would prohibit and not enable workers to organize and develop bargaining units that would protect them in the workplace.  

Cesar became one of the most successful advocates for campus workers.  He represented many workers in grievance hearings and successfully argued many cases.  He was readily regarded as the go-to person for grievance representation.  This success and growing recognition amongst the workers as someone who could make widespread change in their working conditions gave him a mini-platform to help in their union efforts.  Duke had a lot of separate unions and they were all small and weak.  He was working to try and combine them into one stronger union.  He was well known as a workers activist at Duke and in Durham City.  This work, in my opinion, caused him to be singled out along with Bill, Sandi, Mike and Jim, who were all doing similar types of work in the places where they were employed.  

He worked at Duke on night shift and had worked all night before the demonstration.  On the morning of November 3, he came home from work and he was tired.  We traveled separately to Greensboro in our own cars and our last words to each other were to make plans for a date for that night; I am forever grateful that our last words to each other were pleasant ones.  We were newlyweds and we had only been married for six months and we were still getting to know each other.  There’s a lot that I will never know about him.

We looked forward to the demonstration because as a group we had taken such a strong stand against the Klan at China Grove that we felt we had struck a resounding Chord for people everywhere who had ever been intimidated or attacked by the Ku Klux Klan.  I was frightened by what had happened at China Grove, we all were, but we never thought that it could lead to a more violent confrontation because we were not violent people.  As opposed to what some may think as a result of what happened; we were not violent.  I can understand that Captain Ball would sit here and think or that anyone might sit here and think that we were a violent group that was prone to confrontation, but we weren’t; there was nothing to indicate that.
I know now that many others shared the concerns about the fear we experienced at China Grove and we talked about it briefly and quietly, but not real openly and there was no real large discussion about the negative or long-term impacts of it.  Personally, my bottom line was that I felt that we were in America and that we would all be protected.  It was inconceivable that anyone would attack, let alone with the degree of viciousness that we experienced.

In preparing for the demonstration on Nov. 3, my role was to help do as much as I could.  I typed leaflets, I typed press releases, I passed out leaflets all over Durham, I invited anyone that would listen to come to the demonstration to join us and several people did.  That’s why Cesar and I took different cars.  We took people with us to the demonstration.  I helped to strategize about work assignments, marshals, how we would maintain order, who would do childcare, who would provide first aid in case anyone got hurt or overcome by the weather or the distance of the walk.  There was to be a forum at the end of the march so that the importance of the march could be discussed and so that we could talk to people not just through a march and a demonstration but the march was to alert the people of Morningside Homes and everywhere else that we were there.  Com out.  Come and hear why we think it’s important to oppose the Klan.  Who had ever done that?  Who had ever openly opposed the Klan?  Hardly anyone.  Some people may fight them in the courts from time to time but no one really takes a stand against them in the street and their history is one of a terrorist organization and terrorism is important and real to all of us right now, but the Klan has been killing and terrorizing for years, hundreds of years.  So, I didn’t think anything against saying “Death to the Klan.”  That’s an organization that I didn’t want.  
I spent several hours cutting the poster sticks to the regulation size that had been prescribed by the Police in our parade permit.  There was no intention on the part of the organizers for violence.  It was laughable to us that the police wanted the sticks to be a certain size.  We joked as we cut the sticks down because they said they wanted them a certain size, one inch by one inch, so that no one would get hurt.  Like everyone else, I viewed the police with suspicion, but this is America, and I can’t stress that enough.  I didn’t expect that the happen here.  The police are supposed to protect people and maintain order.  That is their job.  Now I heard them saying this afternoon that they thought things could have been done better and yes we know that, and I accept that; that they could have done a better job.

As soon as the shooting stopped and I realized that people were injured, I searched for Cesar and found him dead and I immediately knew that we had been set-up.  Captain Ball said look for facts.  I guess I was very struck by his comments because I keep quoting him.  I didn’t have any facts.  All I had was my gut and my belief that something was wrong and that someone had helped this to happen.  So what else was I supposed to do but to cry out, make charges, call for trials, call for special prosecutors.  I didn’t have any facts.  I didn’t have any transcripts.  But you know, sometimes you can just smell it when you think you’re being set-up and told that to the first person I saw as soon as I found Cesar and that was a Greensboro policewoman.  I am certain that most of the cops were unaware of the magnitude of what was before them.  These were individuals, they were beat cops, they had their assignments.  They were guys out there trying to do a good job.  This policewoman was very kind to me out there with my husband dead in front of me in the first moments of my grief and I’ll never forget that.  I want to say to her where ever she is, if she can hear this, that I will always appreciate her kindness to me in my first moments of grief.  
I believe that people can be pawns.  I think that this is a tremendous process, but like Gavin Winston said, we can’t be simplistic about the answers of what happened and why.  
The individual police officers who were present may not have been aware of the dynamics of what went on before and after the murders, however, I believe that their superiors knew something and that they allowed this group of heavily armed Klansmen to attack a group of virtually unarmed demonstrators.  That is not fact, that is my belief.  I would like the facts.  I think that the role of the police, their mistake, their errors.  I would just like to know how and why they allowed themselves to let this happen.  It’s necessary for the questions to be asked and answered.  We can’t pretend like it didn’t happen.  We had the march against the Klan like we had so many other marches that we did, that we held and participated in.  Things happen in communities that antagonize and anger people and if you don’t take to the streets sometimes to galvanize that sentiment, then nothing will ever change.  If you don’t persist, then nothing will ever happen.

Very recently a Klansman who was found responsible for the deaths of Goodman, Schauder, and Cheney was brought to trial and found guilty.  I’m not certain but I think it took 30 yrs.  What if those people had given up?  That verdict would never have been rendered.

The November 3 demonstration was important despite the outcome.  The Klan is an American terrorist organization, their entire history has been to kill and to openly intimidate and antagonize.  Speaking out against them is important; they breed racism.  Racism divides people and our work within Greensboro, Durham, all over the community, all over the state was intended to try to erase those racial divisions.  It may have looked funny for us to be multicultural and diverse and for white people to quit their jobs as doctors and to not pursue their degrees and careers and to go into factories, but we believed what we were doing and I believe we made a difference and I think a lot of people believe we made a difference also.  So, we were trying to make a difference on a racial level.

I was personally hurt and offended when my husband’s murder was dismissed because he was a communist.  Now Judge Long will tell you that’s not fact.  He will tell you it was dismissed because we didn’t participate in the trial and we didn’t help the prosecutor win his case.  That’s not what they said in the press, and the press played a role in this.  I’m not blaming the press.  I’m saying this is where I get my facts from because I don’t have all the facts.  I’m hearing things here today that I’ve never heard before.  That’s why I’m so grateful for this commission and I’m so grateful for this process.  I was never contacted by the prosecutor and asked to come and testify.  Pardon me, I don’t recall ever receiving a subpoena in the mail asking me to come testify; it was 25 years ago but I tell you what, if I’d received a subpoena I would still have it with the rest of my papers.  The police never called me.  They never asked for my statement.  They never asked me to corroborate what was on the videotape and according to Judge Long, the video couldn’t have been entered into the evidence unless there was eyewitness testimony to back it up.  Well, they never asked me.  I was there.  I never had the opportunity to say anything in court, on the witness stand, during the first trial.  For those, I personally went to introduce myself to Judge Long since he was the one who threw me in jail for 30 days and we’d never met face to face.  I just basically believe that regardless of anyone’s political beliefs, the laws in America say that you cannot take a human life.

The verdict of the criminal and the civil trial marginalized Cesar as insignificant.  He was unarmed yet he was killed because the Klan had to defend themselves with guns.  In the civil trial he was dead but he was not wrongfully dead.  He was marginalized by the criminal trial because we were not worthy of having our lives protected and marginalized again in the civil trial because his death was no wrongful.

My role up to this point has been very different from that of many of the people who were effected on that day.  I had serious post traumatic stress.  I could not drive into the city of Greensboro without heart palpitations.  I was mad at my own friends, the march organizers.  I was mad at myself.  I think we made a huge mistake in how we planned and prepared for the march; that’s a no brainer.  And I was mad at us for doing it, for putting ourselves in that position but at the same time, I don’t care.  You’re supposed to be able to have a demonstration in America and the police are supposed to protect you and you’re not supposed to get shot for it, and that’s the bottom line.  And if it means the police have to protect us from ourselves, then that’s there job too.

I resolved after November 3, to take more care about the situations that I became involved in.  I’m very methodical about anything that I commit to.  I’m a very, very independent thinker, all of my friends will tell you that.  I am very less likely to join groups.  I’ve discovered that I’m a tremendous introvert and I don’t like being in the public eye.  I have become baptized and I’m a Christian.  I believe very much in God.  I work within my church and within my community and that’s my way of trying to stay true to helping people and trying to play a meaningful role in the rest of my life.  

I struggled with the racial implications of the murders.  Five people dead, one black.  I came to the conclusion that there was less of a racial implication to the murders themselves, but the racial implication I feel that lingers was in the city of Greensboro.  I don’t know for sure, but I don’t think that most white communities are as afraid and effected as black communities were effected and I think we just heard from Candy Clapp; she said the police were on them like they had done something and they hadn’t done anything.  

I am here to honor Cesar.  I think that justice failed him when no one was convicted of those murders and held responsible for his death.  I’m very glad for the revelations that will come of this.  I can’t say that enough.  I wish you strength and I pray for your courage and your strength.  I’m sorry for the damage that happened within the Morningside community.  I don’t see us as separate and apart from the people of Morningside because we knew people there.  We didn’t throw a dart at a map and pick a street.  We didn’t know everyone there, but we knew people there just like we knew people from many communities everywhere, but I would be remise if I sat here and didn’t say that I would never have wished this trauma and pain on them and their children there for the lingering memories.  And I’m sorry that they and to go through that.

Thank you.

Ms Weston, thank you very much for those heart felt comments.  We just want to ask you a few questions and one is could you say a little bit more, and you have spoken to this, could you tell a little more about why the CWP refused to testify in the first trial?  Could you say a little bit more about that?
FW:  I’d love to tell you, and in fact I did just tell you they didn’t come and ask me to testify, but quite frankly, we were under attack.  The very first day that there was a news story about what happened it was called a massacre, and then the day after that it was called a shoot out.  Nelson Johnson had been arrested; two other people had been arrested; they were being indicted.  Subpoenas had been issued for people who were part of the CWP out of New York.  We felt that we were being attacked and that it was a witch hunt; that the government saw this as an opportunity not to prosecute the Klan, but to investigate, dismantle and jail the victims.  There was every indication from the sentiments that were being publicly expressed like “I fought communism in Vietnam, and you know, they got what they deserved.”   That’s the climate we were existing in and so, participating in the trial was going to be, we saw it as an attempt to jail us.  There were things that were happening, and I think other people will speak more, but there were things that were happening behind the scenes that made it very clear that they weren’t trying to prosecute the Klan; they wanted to prosecute us.  Maybe they were trying to prosecute the Klan, but they wanted to prosecute us too and we didn’t do anything.  We perhaps shouldn’t have put out that flyer the way it was but we did not shoot first, we did not go into their demonstration and start fighting and so, you know we didn’t want to be jailed.  

You’ve already spoken to some disruption during the state trial and the fact that you were jailed for some of the time, I guess the question that we had is ‘how do you feel about the strategy that you all used in terms of disrupting at this point, in retrospect?’

FW:  I think that it’s not, it’s not simple enough to just say that you had to have been there but I think the strategy, although it appeared that we were being, I don’t know,  adolescent was not completely off base because we there able to position ourselves to then go through the federal trial the second time around and there was, we were fully cooperative in the federal trial and testified and responded to every request.  It was a playing field where we felt less vulnerable.  We had just been attacked in the streets with guns and we thought that they were trying to finish the job on another level.  So, you know, perhaps it sounds paranoid but under the circumstances, what else were we to think?  We were being attacked and we were trying to make sure that we strategically kept ourselves from being jailed, falsely accused of things that we didn’t do or just being followed around.  
Thank you.  Are there other commissioners who have other questions?  
I have a question about the poster; the “Death to the Klan” poster.  Is that a slogan that your group came up with?  

FW:  I don’t know.  I don’t know where that slogan came from.  
I want to just ask, to ask for a little bit more clarification on what seemed to be a bit of a shift from focusing on labor organizing to focusing on the Klan.  Was that an intentional shift or how did you see that process?  

FW:  Labor organizing was our strength because that was what we did on a daily basis, because we were doing it where we worked but community organizing was also something that we did.  I talked about the um right to work law, we had numerous marches and protests against that, the competency tests, we had numerous marches and protests against that, we marched frequently to help free the Wilmington Ten, we worked tirelessly and hard to try to heighten general awareness about apartheid and U.S. foreign policy in relationship to apartheid and so, the fact that the Klan was meeting in a community and that to some people within that community expressed interest and concern about it, it was not a stretch for us to, we were willing to adopt any issue.  The Gold Kiss chicken plant workers, no one that I, Cesar wasn’t working at the Gold Kiss chicken plant but he was there working with those workers when they were having their rallies to unionize and improve workers’ rights so, union organizing was our strength and we had a lot of ability in that area but I think across the board but any community issue was our issue and as long as we had the man power and the ability and someone in the community said they were interested about it, we were willing to be there to support.
One brief question.  Did various communities come to ya’ll and ask for your help or did you seek them out and offer your help?

FW:  No one personally ever came to me outside the work place, so I can’t, I can’t really respond to other situations.  
I’m trying to understand a few things; trying to really find the facts and the truth.  You said that you were not a violent people, you had no intention for violence and can you help me understand  how I can reconcile that with the, what appears to be facts that the CWP hit the Klan cars with sticks and firewood and kicked it and um, there seems to be some information out there also to the effect that the CWP had guns that were discharged.  Can you kind of elaborate on that and try to help me understand?  
FW:  I think for that particular event emotions ran high.  I think when the Klan showed up the emotions I think took over the situation when the cars got kicked and the sticks were used.  There was no intention to um, to be violent.  There was an intention to protect ourselves in case something happened, that’s why some people had hard hats; nobody wanted to get hit in the head, but there was no intention to go out and seek violence.  Some people had guns.  This is North Carolina, a lot of people have guns but by and large this was not an armed group.  I don’t mean to be flip about that.  I don’t know the circumstances how individuals came to have guns.  I have no knowledge of that.  

Thank you.  Could you also help me understand this um, failure to cooperate with the first trial?   The fact is you had been married six months and your husband, your new husband was just been shot to death and you talked about how you really wanted justice.  Did you not think you could at least get, at least try to get some justice by going through our judicial system?  

FW:  I thought it was a no brainer.  I thought that with the videotape, I thought that with the videotape it would be easy.  I certainly didn’t think they needed me. But  now they said we wouldn’t cooperate and so it means they did need me but they never approached me.  Now, um that’s one aspect of it.  The other is what I said before, we were under siege.  We felt vulnerable.  Gavin Winston said his dad told him to put a shotgun in his house; he didn’t have anything to do with it.  That’s how the sentiment, that’s how the atmosphere was and the environment was; people were afraid.  Now, God help me, I started carrying a gun and I didn’t carry one before.  I was afraid.  I felt that I was under attack.  I felt that Cesar had been singled out.  I didn’t think it was an accident that Cesar might soon be …(inaudible) it was just a miracle that more people hadn’t been killed. But when the dust settled I thought that he had been singled out.  I thought they were still  gunning for us.  I thought that didn’t get us so they were going to try and get us in the courts.  We all did.  We were afraid of the political system at that point.  I didn’t think they needed us. I thought they had all the ammunition, I personally thought they had all the ammunition they needed.
Well, were you represented by counsel?

FW: Yes.

 in connection with testifying?
FW:  Yes.
Did your counsel discuss that with you?
FW:  He was in Greensboro and I was in Durham and so I would receive messages occasionally but we didn’t have a whole lot of discussion.  Given the fact that its been 25 years I have tried to email him and call him and ask him hey, did you get a written subpoena, what’s up because I never got one.  Did you get one?  He’s going to testify tomorrow so you’ll hear from him.  I kind of have, I don’t know what happened with that.  All I know is that nobody ever called me.  And, and I’m not sure about that part of the process.  Were they supposed to have called me directly? Were they supposed to have mail something to my house?  I want to know.  
Thank you.

This concludes this testimony.  Thank you very much Ms. Weston.
