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MF –I have been involved in matters surrounding Nov 3rd 1979 most of my life.  My involvement grew out of a 1955 incident when Emmett Till was murdered in Mississippi.  I was a little girl at that time, my fantasy about my future was that I was going to become an aeronautic engineer indeed my math scores justified that ambition, but when Emmett Till was killed, and I read about it in the newspaper, I was devastated.  I said to my parents, I don’t understand this, can you explain to me why this child was killed and why didn’t his family protect him? It was a feeling of insecurity um knowing that when it was explained and when I read the papers, as I did daily when I was that age, that the boys family was unable to protect him from this organization called the Ku Klux Klan.  At the same time when I was a child uh, there was a store in my home town called Barweeks and the children in the neighborhood were very upset one day, they came running and they said, oh the Ku Klux Klan is comin’.  The KKK is going to be at Barweeks tonight.  I said, what is the KKK?  Cause I didn’t have an idea of what that was and um, well I asked my mother what is the KKK and people went shh!  You can’t talk about this, don’t talk about this.  Well the Klan came to Barweeks and um later in my life I had an opportunity to work as a civil rights organizer for the congress of racial equality.  I was assigned to a town called Dorchester County in South Carolina and down there we were working on the voting rights project.  For the 1965 voting rights act.  And information gathering information teaching people to do the foolish things they were required to do um, to um, become voters in South Carolina.  And um, one day the KKK sent a message, how that message was sent I don’t really recall, but I do remember that it was uh, they were going to kill or had killed a 4 year old boy and if we didn’t get out of town they were going to kill us.  I  have had issues in my life around the issue of the KKK.  

Well the 64’ civil rights act was passed, things happened, I went to law school and I became um, the executive director of a legal services program in South Carolina much to my chagrin. I learned that the KKK was beginning to rear its ugly head again.  And across the nation, I was still living in SC at this time, across the nation, in places we had never heard up before.  In Boston and in New York and all these places all of a sudden the Klan was being discussed again and taking a very aggressive stance.  A very arrogant posture on its position.  And I sitting there, being an attorney, at that time 75 people 25 lawyers working for me, who is going to speak against this thing?  And really was surprised at how quite leaders were across the nation about this KKK, it was very exciting to me in 1979 to hear that there was a group of people in Greensboro NC who was preparing itself to challenge the resurgence of the KKK.  I have at that time on my staff some activists too, who wanted to participate in that and I want to say to be perfectly honest that I encouraged that participation of course on their own time.  But I encouraged that participation and was very glad to see that people did participate.  Had a concern that as a history buff, that if we were to allow this organization to grow back, to allow this cancer to come back in to our country again that we were going to be in a big mess, much as was described by Laron Bennett in his book, Before The Mayflower, when he talked about the period from 1865 to 1876 and then from 1876 up to 1910.  When there was a resurgence of the Klan within the country. And people became intimidated and were afraid to do anything.  I didn’t want us to get there again.  Any my reason for not wanting us to get there again was because I had made up my mind back in 1955, that no child of mine, no grandchild of mine would ever has to ask the question why, and not have a decent answer.  And so somewhere deep down inside of myself I decided that I was going to fight with every inch of my body, with all of my spirit, with every gift that I had to make sure it didn’t happen again.  I wanted to see that, and I kept that in front of me, as an activist and I have been a life long activist, actually many people think that in 1961 you should have better sense then to continue to be out there struggling against injustice.  I didn’t get better sense because I had in my mind little children like my six year old granddaughter and my eight year old grandson and my daughter and my son.  And then I wanted to look beyond where we are today and I wanted to look at their children, and their children’s children.  And I wanted to be certain that we would struggle in everyway we could.  So I was delighted to know that there was a struggle going on.  I had an experience that I, that escaped me only until recently.  I was working in SC with an organization that worked on Brown Lung organizing.  We were attempting to get Brown Lung, um, um, um, determined to be an occupational disease for those who had worked in the cotton mills.  In doing that work I joined and became a member of a board called the Southern Institute for Occupational Health.  Or SIOH, that’s what we called it at that time.  And SIOH was working in North and South Carolina, I have no idea that I would ever come to North Carolina to live, having decided as a child that I would never live anywhere but South Carolina.  Um, I joined the board and it was a NC, SC group.  We worked for Brown Lung organizing, and just recently it occurred to me that Jim Waller was on that board with me.  I did not, it is something that escaped me.  But Jim Waller served on the SIOH board with me and we worked hard to have Brown Lung determined as an occupational disease.  Did not make a connection between that and the 1979 incident, but I have been asked my many people now, as we look at the TRC process, um and I have been in places where conversations have taken place.  And people say there is no need for us to be going back and pull up all this old stuff and reopen all of these old wounds and I am um, saddened by that sentiment.  The wounds are not old, the wounds are still here.  The wounds are quite present.  The wounds walk up and down our streets.  The wounds go by the names of homelessness.  The wounds go by the name of the unemployed.  The wounds are still with us. The wounds are still known by the name of racism, and it is still raring its ugly head.  Not only did William Bennett make that statement today, but he serving in his public capacity helped to create even greater wounds and we still see them coming back to wrestle us today when we look at the number of kids that are being pulled out of school and being expelled and supported by a philosophy and a meaning and a perspective that will lead to exactly what we have today.  The, unfortunately I would have loved for racism to be a thing of the past, I fought for it I struggled for it.  And to be honest I would like to get back, I can’t be an aeronautic engineer anymore, but I certainly would like to get back to the pursuit of life and philosophy and living out what people accuse me of being all the time, an intellectual rather than a community activist.  Even though there is a difference in the perceptive of the community active and the perception of an intellectual.  And I’d like to get back to being that sometime, but uh, life has not given us that opportunity and it is my sincere belief that this process and other processes we must look with new eyes and innovative methods reviewing, renewing, and working on this monster, with the hopes that we are going to be able to rid ourselves of it.  

In 1989 I moved to North Carolina and since that time I have been active here with issues that are in front of us and unfortunately and sadly continue to be in front of us.  

MS- Thank you very much.  As one who was been tuned in to this process for some time, and I am sure that you are quite aware of the conversations that have taken place and the testimony that has been given in all three of the hearings there have been various fingers pointed at various people and lots of suggestion of blame and mistakes that have been made and particularly there have been criticism of city officials, of the media, and so forth, but there is an institution that you and I both represent that concerns me as well and I would be curious to know your interpretation, or analysis of how the religious leaders of this community failed leading up to Nov 3rd and perhaps how we continue to fail in leading our community to reconciliation today.  

MF-  Well I have to start with uh, I guess a caveat in the sense that part of the way we perceive the religious community has been romanticized in these times with which we live.  As far back as I can remember religious community; the religious community has always been conservative.  During the civil rights movement of the 50’s and 60’s as I served on the Sumter move mailers as a 19 year old youth with ministers and so forth who were involved in making civil rights activity happen.  The one thing that continued to be said was that if only we could get the preachers involved, if only we could get the church involved.  For me, and with our common cause that you and I both represent  I can think of this tremendous activist from the zero period of history, um, Jesus, who came and challenged religious leaders “Woe be unto you” he said, to the religious leaders because they were not doing what they should have done.  Too many of us have become a part of the status quo.  Too many of us are afraid to speak out as we ought to.  Too many of us want to talk about love fail to live up to it.  And so it is my hope and desire as I participate and the perspective that I take is that the work I do is supposed to set at liberty those who are oppressed.  I subscribe to a cannon called the Holy Bible where from Genesis to Revelations God continues to demand, not suggest, but to demand that God’s people fight for justice.  That God’s people look and work to take care of the widows and the children and that includes those people right now who do not have a living wage and who can not feed their children.  That includes people who sit on councils and have all that they need but do not understand that the others also need to be able to pay for doctor bills, have health insurance, be able to do the kinds of things they want to do.  And not only is that necessary, but in the political sense, but even more necessary in the religious community.  This is, these are our marching orders.  We have no others.  Feed the hungry, clothe the naked, take care of the sick, visit the prisoner, take care of the stranger, take in the stranger, these are our marching orders and if we do not follow them than it is not surprising that we are unable to lead others to do so.  So I would challenge, and the challenge is not unique, the challenge is found all over the pages of the holy writ.  I would challenge those who are, and this connects I think with both Islam, Christianity, and the Jewish community all subscribe to this book which talks about the need to continue to do justice, so I am disappointed that many of us would rather um, struggle and walk hand in hand lovingly with the plutocrats and those who control the rich and powerful rule rather than walk with the one who said to us, struggle for justice let judgment role like waters of righteousness like a mighty stream.
MS:  Thank you.  You might possibly slip into preaching just…  I am going to be generous, I would love to engage to in further conversation but I am going to invite the other commissioners to ask any questions they might have.  

CB: I wanted to go with one of our prepared questions.  What are your thoughts about police power and community oversight? 

MF- Well first of all the origin of police power is the state, and the origin of the states power is the people.  I believe very strongly that in a democracy it is the rule of the people that dominate, and ought dominate.  Police officers are servants of the community.  And in their roles as servants we have given them the power of life and death.  We have given them the power to be judge, jury and prosecutor.  This is a tremendous amount of power and I do not doubt that there is a need for such power because they are the ones who enforce the rules of that society at any given time.  A society that does not enforce its own rules will not have any for long.  So it is important for them to be able to have that level of power.  Therefore it is also concomitantly important for them to have the highest level of scrutiny.  There ought to be a police review board that reviews the actions of police officers in every community.  And that board ought to be composed of citizens and it ought to be one that people ought to have subpoena power.  I am told that you can’t have subpoena power because the state of NC will not allow it.  That is simply a temporary situation.  There is one thing I learned in law school.  Cause some people went to law school to make money.  I went to law school so I could learn how to deal with the law.  I took a course called jurisprudence where we were told that there is no such thing the law.  Any law is just a passing whim of a society at any point in time.  Whenever people are ready to change it they have the power to do so.  Therefore there is nothing that comes out of Raliegh that cannot be change, and people ought to change it where it creates the kind of situation in Greensboro or anywhere in the country.  Greensboro is not unique.  Our police officers are not properly scrutinized by government.  And we have got to do better than that because we need them.  I need to know, and I need my eight year old grandson to respect police officers.  But I can’t deny that its frightening to me.  That I know that that child in eight years will have his life in danger as a practical matter because of racism that exists in our society.  And what’s happening now is that the police of the country reflect the powers that they bow to.  And those powers are not the powers of the people.  So I’m saying that what we need to do as a community and as a people.  We must organize, and let our city council members and our government officials know and understand that we understand enough and know enough about the law that subpoena power and not having a police review board is simply a temporary situation and we must struggle and fight and when we struggle and fight we get resistance because we still live in a culture where there is a tremendous about of racism.  And the culture of the powerful will not allow the people to come up against it and that’s not unsual.  That’s been true for hundreds and hundreds of years.  That when the people come up against the powers, and the principalities, there must be great struggle.  And so I am part of a struggle in Greensboro to get a police review board so that I can tell my grandson, you better listen to that police officer or I will spank you.  But now I know stories, I know too many stories.  I know too many incidents you know, and I am afraid to be able to say to people, um, you know, you gotta teach your boys to, you know, to act like they don’t live in a democracy.  Because that’s what we are being asked to do.  That is what African American youth are being asked to do.  I talked to um, I talked to a minister who said, I, we just have to deal with this reality, and we need to teach these boys and girls to bow down when they see police officers.”  MY GOD!  Have mercy, in 2005 that should not be the case, but it still is, it still is.  So I do have to say to my son, son, even if you are right, you need to act in a certain way, or you might find yourself on the other end or a 38 or 9 millimeter.  That is so sad.  So I want us to move in our society to a place where we must and can be able to give to those, who we have given full authority to give them that authority without hesitation.  

CB:  And I am going to ask one more question.  What are your thoughts about today’s public schools and how they connect with issues from the past?    
MF:  Our children today are generally the children of parents who are between the ages of 25 and 50.  That is a significant age span because in 1971 we integrated the schools with power, not all delivered speed the Supreme Court said, Now.  Now.  And all of a sudden children were lumped together in schools and we entered and engaged in the greatest experiment of social adjustment in our country that we’ve ever had.  Now right or wrong we need to face up to the fact that we sent children to school and African American parents told their children you go to that school, you obey that teacher.  If you don’t obey that teacher then I am going to punish you at home.  But they didn’t hear the children when they came home and said, the teacher doesn’t like me.  The teacher is practicing racism against me.  They didn’t hear the child when the child said I am being hurt and wounded and downgraded and talked about.  And I am being I suffering all these things.  We did not prepare these children for this experiment, and we sent little babies out to do a job that grown people could not do.  We sent them out there without adequate preparation or protection.  And we sent them out there with the idea that when they got to the school all of a sudden a society that was doing wrong everywhere else was going to start doing right.  That was not true.  And the end result was a group of people that were wounded.  And lets not just talk about African American children, because the problem you see is a problem of people living together in a community.  White children also suffered and I have had this discussion with white people, and I have seen tears come to their eyes when we talk about all of a sudden I left school president of the student body.  I was miss such and such in high school, I was gonna be captian of the debating team, I was captain of the football team and they told me all bets were off and I couldn’t do none of that.  Why?  Cause you gotta let these black children do that.  And it created resentment, serious resentment.  And at the same time these children were going home to parents who being told that Judge Green had said you are going to intergrate this job place and know that though you are the next one in line for a promotion there will be no promotion.  And this man came home cussing under his breath calling African Americans all kinds of things in front of their children.  

I asked my children, I taught civics at that time, I taught school from 1971 to ’73.  And I as a civics teacher put this issue in front of these 9th graders.  And I asked them, tell me what it is that you are hearing at home.  And they told me what they were hearing at home.  Every time somebody runs into you on the street, they were saying that…and the children, but then I also wanted to educate the white children.  I had the African American children say, Now tell me what your parents say at home.  And the children learned that this bias thing went both ways.  African Americans because of their flinting in defensiveness.  Whites because they had been brutalized by a policy and not prepared for it.  Had we better prepared them, all these children, black and white, we might have gotten a better result, but we didn’t.  So you know what happened, the White children, who were not allowed to talk about this, White children were not allowed to talk about the fact that they were angry and hurt and wounded by policies defeated their expectations.  Black children were not allowed to talk about the fact that they were being wounded in schools by people who actually had this resentment and so they got together on the school grounds and smoked marijuana in the halls.  And so they became strung out and we developed a society of young people who were strung out on drugs, on religion, on consumerism, and in all kinds of situations today.  The problem is that at this point now, when we start to talk about Reconciliation, we’ve got to go back to the people who are now between the ages of 30 and 53.  And we’ve got to say to them, we are Godly sorry.  Someone mentioned reconciliation and being sorry, we are Godly sorry that we put you in that situation, we should not have done it.  We should have supported you better.  We should have listened to you, we should have heard you, and then we say to them, but we have got to get your help in helping your children.  Help us help your children.  But you can’t get rid of the pain in the family without, its like not dealing with the pain of this twenty five year ago incident.  You’ve got a wound that’s festering with puss and you want to gloss it over with AP classes and all kinds of things and gifted and talented schools, and it can not be done.  You got to start with these parents.  We’ve got to say to the parents, Sorry, God forgive us, and you forgive us.    

And then finally let me tell you this.  We fought a war over education from 1971 on and we need to be honest about that.  But you know that when there is a war, there are casualties of war, that’s what these wounded people walking around here for the most part are.  They are casualties of war.  You know what they did with the casualties of the Korean war? They gave them the GI bill.  The casualties of the Vietnam war, they got some compensation from our country.  It is my strong belief that we must devise a way of compensating those who are walking in our streets.  By the way they are the solution to the problem, they have the solution to the problem.  I don’t know if you know this or not but those people walking out there and living in the streets they are, they are already partnering on the streets.  We have got to go to them to get the solution to the problem.  I saw a man and a woman up under the bridge up on Martin Luther King and I was so sorry that I didn’t have my camera to take the picture with them rearing back reading the newspaper with all their paraphernalia around them as though they were in their living room adapting.  We must talk to these people and if they have the solutions we must ask for them.  And by the way we are not the experts here because I have never lived on the streets.  So I’m not the one who has the answers. They do, and we must work with them, and provide incentives I think awards, when you have awards programs, all kinds of incentives for these parents cause that will be the evidence for how sorry we really are.  And stop labeling them.  They don’t care nothing about their children, yes they do.  I know they care about their children because when their children come home and complain instead of acting like we did back in 1971, they go strait down to the school house and put their fingers in those teachers faces.  That foreman is hostile, these people are hostile.  These parents today are fighting the teachers or yesterday.  Even though it is not the same situation the pain is there.  And so they go hostile because they are trying to give their children what we never gave them.  And we must fix that.   
MS- I think that in these hearings we have been blessed with a lot of really really wonderful statements that have been extremely enlightening and whose stories have humanized these events but perhaps at least in my point of view the most helpful 
I am just wondering if there are any questions that you want us to grapple with.

MF-  I have not heard all the answers and you all have not come to all the answers that you are going to come to, but I have a deep appreciation for the work you have been doing.  And I want you to know that.  That this work is going to be a lot more important 25 years from now than it is today.  SO I guess I want to say to you, be sure to try to put yourself 25 years into the future.  And ask the questions that the journalist who are not writing today accurately will have for tomorrow.  Because you see, outside of the contemporary context more things come.  So Right now so many of our, you wonder why the journalist are writing the way they are writing.  They are writing that way because who buys the ads for their news papers?  The people who buy the ads for their newspapers are the powers that be, they are not going to fund journals and newspapers that write things against them, but 25 years from now it will be safe to do so.  So I want to be sure now that we put into your statements as much information as possible for those seekers, and those researchers who come later, so that when others, the Nelson Johnsons, and the Joyce Johnsons and the Cause’s son and Signe Waller and all of those are not here anymore there will be something there for those young people.  Perhaps my little granddaughter to write about.  
MS- Thank you very much.  

