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Pat Clark: At this time I would like to invite Joe Roy to the stage. 

Joe Roy was a police officer with the Montgomery, Alabama, police department for seven years. Presently he is the chief investigator with the intelligence project of the Southern Poverty Law Center. He has worked with the Southern Poverty Law Center for over twenty years. Joe has participated in most of the cases the Southern Poverty Law Center has litigated against white supremacist groups, and is one of the major strategists for the Center’s litigation. Thanks you for being with us today, Mr. Roy.

JR: Thank you.

PC: Would you like to start with a presentation?

JR: Sure. First of all, I want to thank the Commission for inviting us to participate in this. I think it’s incredibly important that communities, especially the intellectual and power bases of the community, get involved in any kind of situation where there’s any kind of incident like this. It helps resolve and it does help reconciliation come about, whether it’s a long ways off or immediately after the fact, I think it’s really critical. And also, the public support that I see here is a very good sign for Greensboro. I think it speaks well of the city that so many people have turned out to hear and that are interested in it. The intelligence project, if you’re not familiar with our work, is the investigative arm of the Southern Poverty Law Center in Montgomery, Alabama, and basically we have a three-pronged approach involving hate organizations. And basically what we do is track these organizations, write about them, we try to track them, litigate against them whenever they cross the line, if the opportunity presents itself. And also to educate people about these groups. One of the most important tools against these organizations is bringing them to light, to let people know how they feel about things, what they’re thinking. And we’re gonna talk a little bit about this afternoon or I am about why people join these organizations and what’s going on on the national level and here in Greensboro and the state of North Carolina as well. 
The southeastern United States was probably the bulkhead for hate organizations for a long long time. That’s not really the case any more. Part of the reason it got that reputation is the fact that most of these groups were headquartered here, the hate groups started in the south, were headquartered in the south, recruited in the south, and addressed issues that involved the people that lived here. Over the years that has changed. The dynamics of it have changed. We’ve become a more mobile society. People travel all over the country. They move. When I was a kid, my relatives didn’t move to get another job, they just got another job where they were at, whether it was better or worse was just life. But now people go to where they can provide for their families better, and sometimes that doesn’t work out, and sometimes it causes recruitment successes for these organizations. The tracking that we do has, we’ve found organizations active in almost all fifty states year after year after year. You don’t, and now with technology, you don’t even have to be in that particular state to have members that get revenue from the people who live there, and to cause problems, to come in and hold rallies and get involved in local issues. Ironically, our organization got started back in 1979, under very similar situation that happened here in Greensboro, but it was in Decatur, Alabama. There was a group of protestors who were demonstrating in Decatur, and I believe some of them were Communist Worker Party individuals, who were attacked by the Klan, and they attacked the police as well, the police were there on that particular occasion. And one of the individuals involved in the incident was a black man who had a gun, and a Klansman came after him with a club, he shot the Klansman, and the system, back in, remember, this is back in 1979, the system in that time incarcerated him, convicted him, and put him in jail. He called us, called the Law Center to represent him in his criminal case, and when we got up there and did our investigation, we found out several things. We found out that people weren’t really tracking these organizations to any great detail. We also found out that because of post-Watergate, post-Vietnam, the privacy act, things like that, that law enforcement wasn’t really looking at them very hard, other than when they thought they were involved in criminal activity, or in such cases as the doctor mentioned, when they had an active reason to start gathering information on them, there wasn’t a very organized effort against these groups. The public was not well informed about them. The media wrote about them, but not to any great extent. So we decided back that time to start tracking these groups and to write about them and to make this information available to law enforcement and to the media and to the public. We send out our magazine to about 50,000 law enforcement agencies around the country, about 800 mainline media outlets, and to about 250,000 of our donors that support us financially. And basically, the thing that I’ve noticed over the last 19 or 20 years that I’ve been tracking these organizations is the fact that they continually hover around the same type of ideology, they continually hover around the same membership, except for anomalies like the civil rights movement, they enjoyed a big spurt in growth in the 1920s they were incredibly successful. But right now, we’re getting in, I know when, in the early nineteen mid eighties we probably got in maybe three or four hundred newspaper clippings from around the country about their activities. Now we get a thousand. And that’s just the clippings, we probably get another 1500 online news outlets that we collect information from, that we pick up information about their activities and what they’re involved in. They still have about 100 publications that are in print that they put out to try to get out to their members and they use them for recruitment, they’ll stamp their P.O. box address on them, you may see them on your lawn when you get up to go get the morning paper, you may get them in your mailbox where they’ve rented a list to recruit in a particular area, especially when something’s happened in your community. If there’s been some type of incident that made the news, they watch the news too, and they’re gonna try to recruit and pick up members by sending out this information. The thing that has really caused a tremendous amount of success for these organizations and growth is the internet, technology like the internet. We have gone from tracking one organization in 1995, I think back in those days we had a dial up connection, and I took turns in our department having access to the internet. We tracked like Don Black’s Stormfront was one of the first hate sites that’s still up, we’ve gone from that to almost 650 extremist web sites that we track and capture and keep in our databases in Montgomery and about 468 of those are hate sites. They’re klan, neo-nazi, black separatist, neo-confederate, Christian identity, there’s a whole salad bar of hate if you will that’s out there for people to that aren’t really card carrying members that can go up there and find what they’re looking for and get involved in these organizations, and if they don’t find it they can start their own. Some of these organizations are fred [fed] with the fax machine, some are you know have a dozen two dozen some even have several hundred members, you know, so it’s really hard, I noticed earlier when you were asking a question about membership, more often than not when they give numbers about how many members they have, they’re not accurate or they’re inflated, you know, to try to mislead on what kind of strength they have, and they’re very secretive with their membership lists and things like that, so it’s very difficult for people like our organization to get a good handle on how many groups that are really out there and are active. In 2004 though we tracked 762 hate organizations in your handouts that I’ve provided for you today I’ve given to you a one of our magazines that has the year in map and a list nationally of what’s going on out there in the country. It also has a hate group story that kind of explains why we lump them into the different groups that we do. Most of these organizations fall within a certain criteria like the klan or the neo-nazis or whatever. Some fall into the other category that they’re a little more difficult to define because of whatever their ideology is. Here in North Carolina, there were 37 active organizations around the state. I’ve also provided you a list of those. There were ten klan organizations, eight neo-nazi, eight neo-confederate, six black separatist, and five other type of hate groups that have been active within the state. Again you have to keep in mind that it doesn’t matter whether or not they’re headquartered, you’ve got a lot of groups that aren’t on the list that recruit here, that come to events here, much like you had the klan and the Nazis interacting with each other in Greensboro back in 1979 that still goes on today. The mentality almost across the board is the enemy of my enemy is my friend. You know, they may have real, you may have a Christian-based ideology in one group you may have a racist odornist? belief system in another group but they’ll participate in the same event because going after the enemy is more important to them than what their particular situation is at the time. If you take a look historically at what these groups have done it was almost like the price of drugs on the street you could tell how much supply was in your community by when I was a police officer by what the price was of a particular drug on the street. Hate groups were kind of easy to gauge with the same respect. We could look at what the economy was doing and tell how they were doing with their recruitment. Most of these organizations spend most of their time recruiting. They’ll spend a lot of their time trying to steal each other’s members. You know, the COINTELPRO and the FBI and other law enforcement may have tried to destroy these groups by starting other organizations but now they do it themselves. You know, they’ll belong to a group, they’ll get mad at the leadership and they’ll split off and start another group and try to recruit members from each other. But in the past we could look at the economy, if the economy was real robust and doing well these groups didn’t fare well. A lot of these guys and gals get out of the movement because they get a job, they get a date, they get back in the system, you know they don’t feel victimized by, that’s not always the case certainly but here in the last one of the things that alarmed us and I think the internet has a lot to do with it since about 1997 regardless of the economy we’ve seen an increase. It was 20% in 1997 and it’s been gradually going up and up and up every year. We feel like that a lot of this has to do with the fact that they reach more people. I know I was born in Alabama I grew up in the south, I came from a catholic family I was a police officer a lot of my more rural relatives want to know what in the heck I’m doing down at the Southern Poverty Law Center. Nonetheless I never really saw the klan until I became an adult. Now my teenage daughter does a paper on Martin Luther King she’s gonna pull up four or five hatesites in her research. It’s just you know life on the internet. So they have the ability to reach tens of thousands if not hundreds of thousands of more people directly and indirectly without even trying. It’s also a much cheaper proposition for them. The invisible empire knights up in Gulf, North Carolina I believe is where they were headquartered.  When we sued them, they were spending about $2000 a month to put out a newsletter that went to, you know, I think five or six hundred members they had on their mailing list, maybe more.  But they had to pay to have it laid out and to get it printed and they had to find a printer and then they had to print so many and then they had to mail it out and things like this.  Had they still been around today, for fifty bucks a month, they could have gotten a dial up connection, they could have had a real slick website, they could have talked to their members every day instead of once every few months.  You know, they could’ve had forums and e-groups and all the other things that are available to these organizations now that help them communicate with each other and to recruit.  So they are a lot more sophisticated, it took them a while to get here.  I can remember when, back in 1995, when we first started tracking the internet.  Most of these groups put everything on one page and we called it the scroll from hell.  Everything was on page one, you know.  But now they use flash movies. They have forums, they have all the features that all the other websites you see out there.  They’ve even become sophisticated enough that its affected our collection to where we’ve had to be more careful because they’re logging IP addresses and tracking them down and trying to see whose coming to their site.  What are they looking at, just like anyone else who has a web presence does.  

To take a look at why people get into these organizations, it’s not really that difficult a picture to paint.  Under different circumstances, most of the people who are in these organizations, had life dealt them a better hand, would be in the Elk’s Club or the Moose Lodge or the Knights of Columbus or some other fraternal group or organization.  But something happened within their social growth that pulled them out of the mainstream and into these organizations.  They felt some kidn of setback that made them angry, frustrated, afraid, and they are making an effort to regain control of their lives.  That’s probably what they spend most of their time doing.  That’s why groups like the Klan can take a man that’s lost his job, make him an exalted Cyclops, put him in charge of people.  He’s got acceptance, he’s got authority, he’s getting back in control, or at least he feels that he is.  This regaining control is another reason that weapons and explosives and things like that are so important to them because they have power associated with them and that’s what they’re, you know, the individuals who go into these groups are looking for that.  They’re looking for power, they’re looking for organization, they’re looking for acceptance, they’re looking for somebody to blame for their own failures.  They want to know, you know, at least they’re told by most of these groups, its not you, you know, it’s the blacks, it’s the Jews, that’s why your wife left you, that’s you still you know your child can’t read, you know whatever the problem is, they try to attach it to whatever the target du jour is that particular day in that particular part of the country.

If you look back when the Klan first started for example, which was basically our first American terrorist group, look at what was going on in the country.  These are guys who had returned from the Civil War.  They had lost their homes, their families.  They had lost their property, you know, their entire social structure was in t he gutter. And they were working hard to try to recover their self esteem, to try to get back in control of what was going on.  And they started, they took the word Kuklos from the Greek word that means circle and basically they started a fraternal organization, but because of the secrecy and because of the dynamics of what was going on in the South back then, almost overnight it became a vigilante group.  And they got involved in murders and beatings and they saw this as a way to regain the South or to regain their lives.  And even the founder tried to half-heartedly disband the organization within a year or two of when it started, but by then it had already developed a life of its own.  And this is another reason that it has to be written about and looked at and examined and talked about.  

In 1925, there were about, almost 5 million members that were in the Klan.  There were doctors, lawyers, Supreme Court justices, one president.  It was almost chique to belong to these organizations.  And then, between ‘25 and 1930 it was a scandal when the head of one of the largest Klan groups in the country got involved with a child torture murder and people bailed out almost overnight.  Plus the IRS hit them up for back taxes, this was a, you know, with 5 million members, you can imagine the revenue that was generated to the organization.  But it was quite an impressive site to see.  I mean this was a march on the Washington, DC. they had 40,000 robed Klansmen…I don’t know if you can hear the audio on that…basically, they had organizations that would come to your churches, especially in the rural South.  They would give your preacher a check and say he’s doing a great job.  They would try to affix themselves to different parts of the community to get credibility.  You know, you take a look at who is joining these organizations and you see people who are highly educated, like some of these organizations, one was an associate physics professor, one was an aerospace engineer.  To the most uneducated people that would belong to these groups.  And I thought it was ironic listening to some of the earlier testimony, to see how much in common some of the haters had with the hated.  You know there are a lot of things, there’s a commonality there between the groups and their beliefs and why they hate the people that they hate.  A lot of them have issues with jobs; a lot of them have issues with education.  There is a lot of things that they have in common that if they’d just sit and talk about it for five minutes they’d figure out maybe we’re on the wrong side after all.  But if you look at the different organizations, usually three generalities can be given to why they get into these organizations.  One is sometimes it is something’s happened to them personally draws them into it.  An example is a young kid that’s been disenfranchised from his home or his family gets  divorced and he gets into that rebellious era and he finds friends that belong to these organizations or he runs across them on the internet.  Or maybe he had an encounter with a minority, had a fight at school, had a minority move into the neighborhood and had some kin dof a problem or a perceived problem.  Didn’t get that promotion at work.  Sometimes it’s a very personal thing that pulls people into these organizations.  They get to looking around and, again, they are trying to regain control of their situation and they see, or at least they’re fed the idea that it wasn’t you, it was affirmative action.  It wasn’t you, your wife didn’t leave because of you, she ran off with that guy because you were having to work two jobs to make a decent wage. You know, there’s always some kind of tiff there that they can find a shoe horn… its kind of like reading a fortune cookie at a restaurant.   You can make it fit your particular situation and they can do the same thing except on a much more dangerous scale.  
Another thing is the myth of power that these organizations hold out to have.  They…when you see the 40,000 people marching in DC, it’s kind of like watching the old Nazi footage from WWII, which has become real attractive to the neo-nazis, skinheads and the like.  Symbols of power they see that somehow they’re above the law or somehow they’re getting special treatment.  And another thing is the…when religion is used to drive these organizations.  We have a number of these groups that look at Christianity or their version of Christianity as the model for what they try to live.  For example, one of the groups we sued down in South Carolina was the Christian Knights of the KKK whose members were involved in burning black churches down in that part of the country.  You know, they have cross lighting ceremonies and a lot of people, when you say, cross burnings or burning a cross or lighting a cross automatically, they think about what happens at 2 o’clock in the morning on your front lawn and that’s not the case.  A cross lighting is a religious ceremony for the Klan and we see it all the time.  As a matter of fact, we see more of those at the hands of the Klan than we do cross burnings.  Cross burnings are acts of terror that they perpetrate against people to instill fear and accomplish some kind of political terrorism against them.  Ironically, out of the 8-10,000 cross burnings that happen in that category, less than 5% are committed by people who are actually members or any of these organizations.  Most hate crimes are committed by your neighbor, somebody at work, somebody you know.  Somebody that feels like you have done some kind of injustice against them.  Its not somebody from any of these organizations.  But the fact that they exist creates that aura of terror that they’re able to use against you.  For example, if I burned a broom in your yard at 2 o’clock in the morning, you’d say “That nut from Alabama is burning a broom in the yard again.”  If I burn a cross, there is no questioning what the message is and that’s what the Klan recruits on and hopes to accomplish.  The methodology of their recruitment is the myth, the fear, the power of their structure is how they’re trying to pull people in.  Especially people that are disenfranchised.  You know the…if I were going to start a commune, I wouldn’t call it the Charles Manson commune unless that’s what I was looking for.  And the Klans and the groups like the Klan, the Nazis or anybody else are no different.  They give them those names for a reason, no matter how kinder, whiter, brighter, gentler Klan they’re trying to be, politically and in the media, it’s still the same old Klan we saw back during the Civil War.  So another reason is they try to use religion.  This is a cross lighting ceremony they used a lot during their naturalization ceremonies.  If you talk to any Klansmen they’ll tell you that you don’t join the Klan.  When you become a member of the Invisible Empire, they issue you a passport.  And anybody that’s not in the Klan is an alien.  They consider them to be aliens.  Even though it’s the dual citizenship that was mentioned in the previous testimony.  Even though they’re a hundred percent red blooded Americans, they’re still a country within their own country.  Basically, they have you know somebody will sing you know Old Rugged Cross or Amazing Grace.  They’ll have prayer first.  They’ll instill their new members.  They’ll bring them into the fold.  These are usually done on private property.  They’ll have a rally, similar to what we had here in Greensboro back… you know that probably it was going to culminate in a meeting on somebody’s private property where they would have a cross lighting.  And try to get locals to come out and they may have a cookout or something like that trying to pull them in.  
Probably the most long lived reason that gets people into these organizations is tradition.  It’s a family tradition to belong to these groups.  If you ask almost any Klansmen, probably some other relative in his family was a member, you know his daddy or granddaddy.  When we go to these rallies, we see these little children dressed in the garb, whether they are Nazi groups or Klan groups or what have you, [?] or whatever.  They are parroting the parents; they are doing what the parents do with the Seig Heil or using the n-word or whatever.  Because mom and dad does it and they’ll get a laugh or a pinch on the cheek or what have you.  If you sat down and ask them, I know someone was asking them about the ideologies, I think it was your question, is it accepted in full?  Most of these people, if you sit down with their beliefs off the internet and asked them about it, they couldn’t answer 80% of it.  They couldn’t tell you how their group was started.  What this means or that means.  They join these groups because they are looking for someone to blame for their problems.  They’re looking for acceptance; they’re looking for power; they’re looking to regain control.  And all the other stuff is a hodge podge in their minds of justification.  They know the justification is there, they’re just not sure what it is.  That’s why they use religion a lot.  When you see…the more extreme an organization is, if its deity driven or religious in nature, they’re liable and law enforcement will tell you this, they’re more apt to cause serious acts of terror than the groups that are more political in nature.  

The other thing that we try to do is to attack the other end of this problem.  It’s not enough to try these groups and to sue them and to keep them in court and to write about them.  And to get the community involved.  We try to create curriculum for teachers.  And I know when my kids, my older children, were in high school, the civil rights movement, which was one of the most important eras in this country’s  history, was two paragraphs in their American history book in high school, which I thought was kind of idiotic, but that was the case.  So we found out that there was really no curriculum, no high quality curriculum out there so we started developing high school kits for teachers where they could get involved in different aspects of it.  We also put a magazine out for them and develop programs like Mix it Up where children pick a day every year, it involves millions of students across the country, to sit down with people they wouldn’t normally eat lunch with at lunchtime and have an interaction with them, which has been real effective.  So there’s a lot of things that are going on out there that are available to try to help bridge this problem.  Questions?  I tried to be as brief as I could.  I did pretty good, too.
PC: I want to ask a few follow up questions and, today we heard that the traditional Klan was not necessarily violent and we heard that a couple of folks who were Klan members weren’t violent people.  Can you talk about some of the acts of violence or incidents of violence that have been either facilitated or has occurred or been perpetrated by traditional Klan groups?

JR: Well, they have a long rich history and its not just the Klan but it is specific hate groups, but the Klan specifically date back to the post-civil War and as recently as, there was a lynching down in Mobile, AL, that we got involved in suing the United Klansmen of America where members of a klavern down there went out and kidnapped this kid who worked at the local paper and was going to night school.  Took  him over to another county, beat him to death, cut his throat and then hung him up in a tree to try to intimidate a jury that was in session down in Mobile.  Again, these groups, regardless of what they have on the front page of their website are actively using the same philosophy as Nathan Bedford Forrest did when he started the organization.  They believe that they are a superior race, that their organization, that their own country within a country and basically that someday when they take power that they’ll either segregate or do away with minorities and race traitors and what have you and have an all white homeland.  That’s been kind of the dream of most white power groups across the country is to establish some kind of a white homeland.  And they’ll interact with any group that can help further that cause.

PC: Can you talk a little bit about some of the relationships that you are aware of through your investigation over 20 years between Ku Klux Klan and white supremacist organizations and police officers or police departments in various places?

JR:  Sure.  Back in probably in the late 70s, it may have been before, but I became aware of it in the late 70s, when we were out doing  field investigations, we were pretty leary of going into rural county police offices and making inquiries about different Klan folks or not even just the Klan, but any of these members of any of these organizations because a lot of times even some of the officers themselves were a part of these organizations.  The case in Decatur, they removed a federal judge who was acting biased towards the plaintiffs in our civil suit that we had filed.  You know there was a lot of sympathy there.  Back then, law enforcement, the criteria for getting in was not that great.  It is certainly a lot higher now.  We hardly ever run across the problem.  Up in Kentucky, another great example was that we identified a group called KOPS, which were, it was Klan officers patrol something, it was a group of police officers in Louisville, KY that had started a klavern and were having meetings at one of the city community centers and things like that.  So back during that era you know the 50s, 60s, 70s, there was a lot of sympathy, a lot of community sympathy for these organizations and there was a lot of, it was a very tender area when you did investigations and you were around law enforcement.  Today, because of the standards, you know, most officers have college degrees and are looking at law enforcement as a vocation and not a way out.  Back then, it was like, well I can always be a cop or I can always be a cab driver.  Now it is a lot harder to get on and it requires, it is a lot more competitive, so we don’t run into that as much any more.
PC: Are there other questions from commissioners?

Bob Peters:  You mentioned programs in schools, would you comment on to what extent schools seemed to accept your programs, your anti-hate programs and more specifically what about the county of Guilford?  Our county, Guilford, NC?

JR: Well, I don’t know the numbers or NC, but I do know that we send out hundreds and thousands of these teaching kits.  Its about a $350 kit that goes free to teachers all over the country.  And most teachers are pretty hungry for good quality curriculum.  And it has been very well accepted.  Initially, we had some places, Montgomery, AL, for example, send this back.  They didn’t want them in the school.  But we overcame that by,…we involved the teachers, we’ve got several hundred thousand educators that are on our mailing list for our magazine.  They get involved in workshops; and we solicit ideas for kits and training materials from them; they contribute pieces to the magazine and things like that.  So its pretty solid.  It’s about the best that I’ve seen that’s out there is—of course I’m prejudiced—but it’s about the best there is out there.  It covers a whole, you know they’ve got one on the civil rights movement; they’ve got one on problem resolution on diversity, I mean there is a whole array of things they can choose from.  And several of the films, so its like a video kit, several of them have won Academy Awards.  It’s actually five or six of them have been nominated and two or three have won.
Angela Lawrence: Mr. Roy, what have been the rate of convictions of KKK or white supremacist groups historically?

JR: Are you talking about criminal convictions?

AL: Mm hm.

JR: They’ve been involved in some pretty heinous crimes.  Unfortunately, we don’t know the exact extent of it, for example, if they had a rally here in Greensboro and then later that night they were out at a bar drinking and they beat up a minority, that was a probably a hate crime, but it was probably written up as an assault and battery.  Unless the officer had had some kind of hate crime training or something like that.  We see that all over the country.  If they looked at the hate crimes that happened out there, its probably, instead of 10,000, its probably more, and this is according to other experts besides us, its probably more accurate 40,000 that occur.  It’s underreported, when it is observed its not reported accurately and things like that.  As far as the individuals belonging to these groups, usually the crimes that they get involved in are so spectacular it gets a lot of media and the conviction rates are pretty high.  They don’t, you know, like they did in the 60s for example during the civil rights murders, we got 40 people on our memorial in Montgomery, where case after case after case, they got jury pardons or hung juries and the case has just kind of dissolved into oblivion.  And they’re just now being reopened, there’s been a number of them being reopened nationally.  Nowadays, because of media coverage because of community outcry most of these crimes, when it involves these individuals, they’re convicted.
Barbara Walker:  Media coverage means so much to the average person.  They see what they read and they believe it.  Do you find that that is sometimes helpful or harmful to prosecution of hate crimes or whatever?  

JR: I think most of the resistance to hate crimes is the way our legal system is set up. People wonder why, if you are going to charge them with murder, then why make it a hate crime, or they don’t think through, the obvious answer of course is that you want to discourage other people from murdering just because they’re black or just because they’re Asian, they don’t see that far into it.  I think in that respect maybe so much media coverage maybe dulls the edge.  Sometimes when you see something that’s really horrible like that so often it doesn’t have the same impact, so it probably has a bad effect that way.  Plus, the media is nowadays such a competitive field now.  You’ve got people that would cut each others throat, you know, just for the scoop.  They try to outscoop each other.  A good example is we had a Hurricane Dennis came through Alabama and to hear them tell it, you know you might as well dig a hole and crawl in it because you were going to die it was going to be so bad.  And you know it was bad, but it wasn’t nearly so bad as it was made out to be.  And its got to be where people hear all this bad news coming down the pike and it kind of goes in one ear and out the other.  So in that respect, I think it desensitizes people, but you know, we’re proud to have them cover it.  I can remember a time 20 years ago when they weren’t really…it wasn’t a front page story, it was back near the beans and vegetables.

Mark Sills:   Mr. Roy, looking back to 1979, how unusual was it in your opinion, based on what you know about hate group activities, for Klan groups and Nazi groups to collaborate in the way evidently they did in coming to the demonstration here in Greensboro?
JR: Well, it wasn’t that unusual and it certainly isn’t unusual today.  Like I said, the mentality is the enemy of my enemy is my friend.  They’ll attach themselves to anybody that’ll work with them.  I think because of the House on Unamerican Activities Hearings maybe some of the FBI probes out of the 60s murders that kind of scattered the Klan apart, necessitated them to work with other groups.  Back in their heyday, back in the 20s and 30s, they probably wouldn’t have done it.  But in the 50s and 60s, more so today, we see women holding positions of rank in some of these organizations, and you just didn’t do that back in the old Klan days.  And you don’t see that in all the groups.  In the more older traditional groups you don’t see that, but most of them will interact with another organization, we see that all the time.
MS: To what extent does your research show that undercover agents, either from federal or local sources go beyond just observing and actually get involved in initiating activities on behalf of these hate groups?

JR: I think that happens, but its one of the pitfalls of using informants and undercover people in these organizations.  They’re kind of, you can train them in what you’ll accept and what you won’t accept, but once they put their robe on and go to their meeting, they’re kind of out of your control.  A good example of that is Gary Thomas Rowe (?), his testimony, we deposed him in our case against the United Klansmen of America.  He was as bad or worse from what he said he did and from what other Freedom of Information reports that we saw, he was probably as bad or worse than most of the Klan that were out there in the 60s doing the horrible things they were doing.  So that’s going to happen.  The trick is to stay on top of it and to extricate them or to charge them basically when they step over the line.  But its something that’s going to happen and we’ve seen it happen before.

MS: Thank you.

AL: I wanted to ask one more question.  I heard you say that from your research some judges and other people have been parts of these organizations.  I just want to try, based on your research, to dispel some myths.  And that I heard yesterday in a testimony that the reason why some members of the CWP did not want to participate in the first trial was because of the jury situation selection and you know just some of the questions they had around that.  How realistic is it for us to look at as a reality based on your research?

JR: I’m not sure I understand your question.  A reality that…

AL: That that does exist.  That that does happen.  That it is a possibility that that could have been the case in the first trial here.  Based on your…let me rephrase the question.  Based on your research, you’ve already stated that there have been known to have been some judges and people that were members of KKK and white supremacist groups.
JR: Are you talking about the fact that they were acquitted? 

AL: Not necessarily that they were acquitted, but the whole set up of the jury, I mean the trial process when the CWP was to go and the Klan members were to go to court, that whole set up.  How realistic is that or how probably is that?

JR: It’s certainly a possibility just because of the part of the country that it was in, the subject matter.  If you think about it most people, especially in this part of the country would look at the choice between the Klan and the Communist Workers Party you know they wouldn’t care who got what.  It was like who was the ugliest dog, that would be kind of their mindset.  In this part of the country, we saw it all during the civil rights movement people were getting acquitted everyday for crimes that they had obviously committed.  That’s what was going on back in those decades so it is within the realm of possibility.  I don’t know enough about the jury selection process that happened, who was on the jury, I don’t even know what the racial composition of it was or anything like that to say anything about this particular incident.  But I mean it is possible that it could have happened, it happens all the time.  And not just in hate crime trials.  In fraud trials.

PC: I have just one other question and that is that in one of the slides you showed that 50,000 law enforcement people receive the intelligence report.  What is your sense of whether there are still areas where law enforcement are not educated or concerned or sensitive about hate crime activities or hate groups specifically in their area?
JR: Well, there are so many different things that govern that.  One thing that’s really affected law enforcement involvement in keeping up with these hate organizations. They follow the classification of domestic terrorist.  Since 9/11 a lot of the resources of the law enforcement community from the federal level all the way down to the local level have been redirected at international terrorism and its effect on the community and homeland security and things like that.  So that’s kind of been a setback.  Prior to 9/11, there was a tremendous interest, I mean we were literally because of staffing problems turning law enforcement groups down for training on hate group organizations and how to keep up with them and who was out there and that sort of stuff.  So I mean it  was really a great topic of interest.  And there were some funds out there you know for them to put on schools and put on training.  I did a training up here in the Carolinas up in North Carolina prior to 9/11, you know, so its gotten a lot better.  And plus they have a resource now.  Its budget friendly for them.  So a lot of them are interested.  What dictates it too is what’s in their area.  If they’re not running into leafletings and recruiting rallies or things like that because a lot of these groups really drain a community’s resources.  They’ll go down and fill out a permit and they’ll say, “I’m bringing 500 Klansmen.”  So the police have to respond.  They call the state.  They call the federal task force.  They call everybody, the dogcatcher and everybody else.  And at the end of the day, its Darryl, his other brother Darryl and Clem show up and they’ve already spent $200,000 on overtime and security so they tend to say, “We aren’t going to waste our time on that.”  So it depends from place to place.

PC: Any more questions?  Okay.  Thank you very much.  We appreciate your contribution.

JR: Thank you.
